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4 
Christmas 1943 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


ILL Christmas truly come again 
To bless a weary earth? 
And will the star shine out as when 
Love had its manger birth? 


O never doubt it, heart of mine, 
That glory cannot fail! 

Perhaps more brightly it will shine 
Because earth’s lights are pale. 


Perhaps because the mirth is spent, 
The glitter dies away, 

The patient Christ is well content 
To keep one more birthday. 


Wise men will kneel as long ago; 
Proud Herod’s power shall cease; 
And all the pure in heart shall know 

The Christmas song of peace. : 


A Call to Prayer on 
Watch Night 


How desperate is the need for 
prayer this year! The world-wide con- 
flagration set off by Germany and Japan 
is not yet under control. The Jews are 
downtrodden, beaten, harried from one 
land to another, and slaughtered. Famine 
is spreading in Bengal, and starving hu- 
man beings lie on the hot pavements 
of Calcutta. There are frequent skir- 
mishes between capital and labor in 


our own land. Liquor flows freely. On 
every through train Military Police or 
Shore Patrols are needed to maintain 
order. While Hyman Appelman preached 
himself hoarse in Town Hall, Philadel- 
phia, pleading with the people to take 
the Water of Life freely, long lines stood 
waiting outside the liquor stores near by 
to pay out their wages for the water of 
death. Much of the professing Church 
has gone apostate, and the true Church 
on earth is rent into fragments. It is a 
time for Christian people to heed the 
annual call issued by the Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League of Chicago. “Another 
sorrowful year hastens toward its close,” 
the League reminds us. “Life’s difficul- 
ties for multitudes were never greater. 
Conditions are such as to trouble mil- 
lions. . . . ‘Watch Night’ is a night 
much to be remembered. More than 
being the end.of one year and the com- 
mencement of another it is to be remem- 
bered as the Night on which more than 
two centuries ago the Lord gave to 
Whitefield and the Wesleys the first in- 
timation of the Great Awakening. And 
moreover, this year we are in a crisis 
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A Divine 


By Frederick A. Aston, Director, New 


“I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 
O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their 
peace day nor night: ye that are Jeho- 
vah’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, 
and give him no rest, till he establish, 
and till he make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth” (Isa. 62:6, 7, R.V.). 


ST a little over a century ago, 
J: Robert Murray McCheyne, a great 
lover of Israel, writing to a friend, 
said: “I feel deeply persuaded from 
prophecy that it will always be difficult 
to stir up and maintain a warm and holy 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not at all 
acquit the wicked: the Lord hath 
his way in the whirlwind and in 
the storm, and the clouds are the 
dust of his feet” (Nah. 1:3). 
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hour for both Church and Nation.” The 
call urges us to pray for our Govern- 
ment, military and civilian defense lead- 
ership, chaplains and servicemen and 
women, the Church, occupied countries, 
suffering Jews, and our loved ones at 
their battle stations. “Public assemblies 
for prayer giving opportunity for unison 
in prayer are of primary importance. If 
this is not practical let family prayer at 
home be observed this Watch Night; and 
if that is not possible let private prayer 
by individual Christians ascend to God 
from the prayer closet, for God has 
promised to reward this openly. Unless 
we do pray for the blessings God has 
attached to united prayer we have no 
reason to expect those blessings. The 
Psalmist understood this when he said: 
‘O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee 
shall all flesh come, Iniquities prevail 
against me: as for our transgressions, 
thou shalt purge them away’ (Psa. 65: 
2, 3). May Watch Night, 1943, be, under 
God’s blessing, America’s greatest night 
of prayer for revival.” 

(See note on next page concerning 
posters issued by the League.) 


Summoris 


York Jewish Evangelization Society 


interest in outcast Israel. The lovers 
and pleaders of Zion’s cause will, I be- 
lieve, be always few.” In those days 
prayer for Israel was even more fre- 
quently heard than now. How true the 
words of this saint have since proved! 
Is not this dearth of prayer for Israel a 
cause for searching of heart? For an- 
swer let us study the divine summons 
voiced in Isaiah’s prophecy. 


THe NATURE 


A challenging question as to the iden- 
tity of the speaker at once presents 
itself. There is some divergence of 
opinion, but the context furnishes an 
important clew. The preceding chapter 
opens with the words: “The Spirit of 
the Lord Jehovah is upon me; because 
Jehovah hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that 
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j} are. bound.” According to Luke 4:21, 
this refers to Christ. “To-day hath this 
. scripture been fulfilled in your ears,” 
‘said the Lord Jesus at Nazareth. There 
‘is no reason to assume a change of 
speakers in chapter sixty-two. The 
,summons, therefore, carries Christ’s 
authority. 

Who are the watchmen whom Christ 
has appointed over the walls of Jeru- 
salem? The word “watchman” is a 
metaphor frequently employed in the 
Old Testament to designate a prophet. 
The watchmen, then, are the prophets, 
‘those who proclaim the will of God. 
‘The word “Jerusalem” refers to Israel, 
dust as today London frequently stands 
for England, Paris for France, and 
Washington for the United States. “I 
have set watchmen upon thy walls, O 
Jerusalem” means that Israel’s destiny 
is guarded by the prophets of God. 

“Take ye no rest, and give him no 
rest.” The clarion call to prayer for 
Israel is often repeated in the Scrip- 
tures. “Pray for the peace of Jerusa- 
lem: they shall prosper that love thee” 
(Psa. 122:6). “For thus saith Jehovah, 
Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout 
for the chief of the nations: publish ye, 
praise ye, and say, O Jehovah, save thy 
people, the remnant of Israel” (Jer, 31: 
7). In the Old Testament dispensation 
the “remembrancers” were the prophets, 
but after the rejection of Jesus as the 
Messiah, the prophetic office in Israel 
came to an end. Today the Lord’s re- 
membrancers, are found within the 
Christian Church, and the choicest saints 
are those who remind God of His prom- 
ises concerning Israel’s restoration and 
future glory. 

Some, indeed, ‘would spiritualize all 
promises regarding Israel and Jerusalem 
and apply them only to the Church. 
They hold that by the preaching of the 
Gospel the world will gradually im- 
prove, so that the Church will become 
“g praise in the earth.” But the Scrip- 
tures warrant no such expectation. In 
the commission of our Lord to His dis- 
ciples to preach the Gospel to every 
creature there is no assurance that all 
the world will become converted 
through their efforts (Matt. 28:19, 20; 
Mark 16:15). On the contrary, Christ 
warns His disciples that men will op- 
pose them and persecute them. In the 


parable of the “Wheat and Tares” (Matt. ’ 


13: 24-30, 36-43) our Lord clearly teaches 
that Christendom will be corrupted 
through the tares sown by the Evil One. 
Christ says, “Let both grow together 
‘until the harvest,” so that He predicts 
that this condition will characterize the 
visible Church till the end. Our Lord 
-pictures a world in which the children 
of light live side by side with the chil- 
dren of darkness, a world in which good 
and evil commingle, “until the harvest.” 
In the Olivet prophecy (Matt. 24, 25) 
Christ predicts that the “last days” will 
‘be characterized by wars, persecution, 
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the exile of Israel, and unprecedented 
tribulation,—all before His coming to 
earth to reign. 


Not only has the Church failed to win 
the vast heathen world to Christ, but 
it is not even holding the present gen- 
eration, many of whom are descendants 
of pious Christians. The Bishop of 
Chelmsford, in a recent address to the 
Church Assembly, declared: “Today in 
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England we have the complete disap- 
pearance of Sunday. It has gone as a 
day of worship. We have the collapse 
of public worship, an enormous increase 
in divorces, a grave moral decline 
among multitudes of our young people.” 
What is true of England is also true of 
vast sections of America, 

Martin Luther called the idea that the 


(Continued on page 1011) . 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 








Who Was Melchizedec? 


Is it not true that Melchizedec, instead 
of being a Gentile king, as some suppose, 
was in reality a special messenger of God 
sent for a special purpose, just as the 
angel who talked with Abraham at his 
tent door later was a special messenger 
of God?—-A Western reader. 

The Bible does not say that Melchize- 
dec was an angelic messenger. On the 
other hand, it seems quite evident, from 
the record in Genesis 18, that the three 
men who appeared to Abraham in the 
plains of Mamre were JHeaven-sent, 
Verse 1 says that “the Lord appeared 
unto him”; in verse 10 one of them 
prophesied the birth of Isaac; and as 
Abraham went with them on their way 
toward Sodom (v. 16), the narrative con- 
tinues with the words of the Lord to 
Abraham. 

Melchizedec is mentioned in only three 
Books: Genesis 14, Psalm 110, and He- 
brews 5, 6, and 7. He is called king of 
Salem, and “was the priest of the most 
high God.” It is not necessary that, in 
order to be a fit type of Christ, he should 
be an infallible, superhuman being. 
Types and illustrations seldom run paral- 
lel to the truth or person they represent 
in every respect. For example, Christ 
referred to Jonah’s experience in the 








Posters for Watch Night 


HE Great Commission Prayer Léague 

has again issued an attractive poster, 
in two colors, to be used in churches, 
Sunday schools, and other meeiing places 
to announce Watch Night services. Part 
of the League’s call to prayer is given 
on the first page of this issue. 

Ten .thousand posters have been 
printed and should go to ministers all 
over the land. One dollar will send 
posters to twenty Christian leaders. 
Funds are still needed for the mailing 
of these posters. Those who wish to 
obtain copies of the poster for their own 
use, or who would like to have a share 
in distributing them to other churches, 
should send their request and gifts at 
once to The Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. LaSalle St., Chicago. 





whale’s belly as an illustration of His 
own resurrection; Christ is called “the 
Lion of the tribe of Juda” (Rev. 5:5), 
and the Lamb; He says He will come as 
a thief in the night (1 Thess, 5:2; 2 Pet. 
3:10; Rev. 3:3). 

Matthew Henry, whose treatment of 
most Bible passages is exhaustive, de- 


clares: 


“Indeed we are much in the dark about 
him; God has thought fit to leave us so, 
that this Melchizedec might be a more 
lively type of him whose generation none 
can declare. If men will not be satisfied 
with what is revealed, they must rove 
about in the dark in endless conjectures, 
some fancying him to have been an angel, 
others the Holy Ghost.” 

He then gives three theories concern- 
ing him: the teaching of the Jewish 
writers that he was Shem the son of 
Noah; that he was Christ Himself; that 
he was a Canaanite king, who reigned 
in Salem. To the first he objects that 
“it is not probable that he should thus 
change his name. Besides, we have no 
account of his settling in the land of 
Canaan.” On the second, he writes that 
“it seems strange to make Christ the 
type of Himself.” On the third he writes: 

“The most general opinion is that he 
was a Canaanite king, who reigned in 
Salem, and kept up religion and the wor- 
ship of the true God; that he was raised 
to be a type of Christ, and was honored 
by Abraham as such.” 

The stumbling block in the way of 
accepting him merely as the human king 
of Salem is in Hebrews 7:3: “Without 
father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life; but made like unto the Son 
of God; abideth a priest continually.” 
But, as Dr. Scofield points out, the word 
“descent” here refers to recorded gene- 
alogy; and Matthew Henry writes: 

“This must not be understood accord- 
ing to the letter; but the scripture has 
chosen to set him forth as an extraordi- 
nary person, without giving us his gene- 
alogy, that he might be a fitter type of 
Christ, who as man was without father, 
as God without mother; whose priesthood 
is without descent, did not descend to 
him from another, nor from him to an- 
other, but is personal and perpetual.” 
This last interpretation seems the most 

reasonable of all. 
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The Adequacy of Christ 


In these days of separation and sorrow 





By Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Th.M., D.D. 














recently published a large adver- 

tisement in many newspapers to 
help the Third War Loan Drive. It was 
entitled “WAR BOND POSTER... 
{from real life].” There is a poignant 
picture of a soldier bidding his wife (or 
sweetheart) good-by in Grand Central 
Station, New York. The sun shines 
through the softening windows to fall 
upon them like a subdued spotlight. All 
else is indistinct. With difficulty one 
reads the station clock in the background 
—eight minutes of one. 

He is going to leave her in a few 
brief moments. Your eyes are riveted 
to those figures. All else is forgotten 
by you, as by them. The soldier’s face 
is hidden by his wife’s head pressed 
against. his shoulder, as his arms enfold 
her. Her eyes are closed. Here is a 
boy whose heart is breaking, attempting 
to give courage and strength to one who 
is: trying to be brave, but finding it so 
hard. Her hand on his shoulder is a 
poem of pathos. There is a pleading 
note in it which says, “I can’t let you go, 
but I must!” The description reads: 

NO, DON’T TURN YOUR EYES 
AWAY. You're not intruding. Wrap- 
ped in the poignancy of their own 
parting, these two are alone amid the 
hurrying thousands in this great rail- 
road station. . . . What station? It 
happens to be Grand Central Terminal. 

But it might be La Salle Street Station 

in Chicago. It might be Seattle, or 

New Orleans. For everywhere you'll 

«see the same deeply moving human 

drama. 

The mother who stands crumpling 
the handkerchief she’d meant to wave 

. - - hoping her smile will look all 

right to the young fellow in uniform 

just going through the train gate. 

The father looking over her shoul- 
der ... tight-lipped . . . remember- 
ing. Remembering when that young- 
ster’s head came barely to his own 
elbow ... those evenings together in 
their basement workshop ... the proud 
day at the lake when his son first beat 
him swimming to the raft. 

Another couple... but why go on? 

Come. Stand here yourself. Stand 
for an hour with open eyes. Watch 
the good-bys, the heartaches, the sac- 
rifices . . . which cannot cease until 
this war is over... and really won! 

Ask yourself if you’re investing all you 

can in the light of what you have 

seen? 

All over our land today, tens of thou- 
sands of families are being rent asunder 


"Te New York Central Railroad 


There is only one source of lasting 
and unchanging comfort, and that 
is God Himself, revealed through 
Christ and the Bible. One wonders 
how those who know neither the 
Living nor the Written Word can 
survive the crashing blows of these 
days. It is to bring steadiness and 
assurance to men and women in the 
armed forces and their families that 
Dr. Mason, teacher at the Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible and pastor 
of the Chelsea Baptist Church, At- 
lantic City, N. J., has written this 
message. He has had a unique op- 
portunity to see the need for such 
words of cheer, for the Army Air 
Corps quartered tens of thousands 
of boys for over a year in forty-five 
of Atlantic City hotels. His article 
will be published in two parts, this 
week and next. 

It is to be printed in leaflet form, 
and may be ordered from the pub- 
lishers, Zondervan Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; or from Dr. 
Mason, 211 N. Rosboro Ave., Atlan- 
tic City, N. J., at 25 cents a copy, or 
25 copies for $5. 








by the cruel necessities of war. These 
partings are painful, but doubly so to 
untold thousands because, not knowing 
our Saviour and recognizing the real pos- 
sibility of loss in action, there is no as- 
surance that they will ever see each 
other again. And the growing casualty 
lists heighten the terror of the thought: 
“I may never see Jim again!” No won- 
der nameless dread possesses the hearts 
of millions in America today. 


OVEROPTIMISM UNWARRANTED 


An unwarranted wave of overopti- 
mism, which moved at flood tide over 
our country with the Russian victories 
and the Anglo-American conquest of 
Sicily, ran against the towering dike of 
cruel facts as our boys were paying the 
bloody price for the beachhead at Sa- 
lerno and cutting their painful way into 
ruined Naples. It was just at that time 
that our military chiefs bluntly warned 
two hundred industrial, labor, and news- 
paper leaders in conference at Washing- 
ton that “recent victories of the United 
Nations have failed to affect Axis 
strength in any vital degree and there 
is no likelihood of an early collapse of 
Germany and Japan.” Said Major Gen- 
eral George V. Strong, assistant chief 
of staff G-2 (Military Intelligence): 
“Germany has 300 well-trained divisions; 


each of the twenty Nazi divisions lost 
at Stalingrad last year have been re- 
placed, and the Luftwaffe is larger now 
than in 1939 despite the heavy losses in- 
flicted by Allied air forces. . . . There 
is no serious break in German morale 
from Allied bombings. . . . There is noth- 
ing in the German economic picture to 
justify confidence in the immediate 
downfall of the Nazi structure. ... 
Japanese air strength is on the upgrade 
in numbers and quality. . . . The Solo- 
mon Islands are only an outpost 3,000 
miles from the heart of the Japanese 
Empire (50 per cent farther than from 
Honolulu to San Francisco, with count- 
less unsinkable aircraft carriers — forti- 
fied atolls with landing fields — and cita- 
dels between). ... We have yet to reach 
any main Japanese line of resistance or 
any point at which they are apparently 
determined to hold at all costs. ... The 
Japanese still have 2,000,000 men of mili- 
tary age who have not been called to 
the colors. . . . Both Axis nations have 
bigger armies today than they had at 
the start of the war.” And Generals 
Marshall, Arnold, and Strong “made it 
plain that we have a long way to go 
with hard fighting before this war is 
won.” 

With such a statement, a tremendous 
amount of irresponsible talk about “col- 
lapse of Germany by Christmas,” and 
similar unwarranted absurdities, goes out 
the window. 


Is Tuy Gop ABLE? 


This is a grim picture. America neéds 
to fall on knees of repentance and trust 
in the living God, instead of relying on 
the arm of the flesh! 

Now, here is the question: “For days 
like these, prolonged days of separation 
and sorrow, have we a Christ who is 
adequate to meet the need of lonely and 
bleeding hearts?” Oh, that the answer 
might be broadcast in such a way as to 
reach the millions of hearts which need 
it, “Yes, Christ is adequate for all you 
may and must face!” 

But the tragic fact is that He cannot 
help those who do not know Him. The 
comforts about which I am going to 
speak are only for those who are saved 
by Christ’s cleansing blood and sheltered 
by a Heavenly Father’s love and power. 
Oh, Christian, spread the Gospel and let 
men know that it is only through Christ 
that their needs can be met for time 
and for eternity. It is with the hope 
that many who do not know the com- 
fort of Christ may read this (or have 
its message passed on to them by you 
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Christians who read it), that I send this 
message forth, And with the second 
purpose, that thousands of God’s dear 
children, who are being stampeded into 
fear by the attitudes and actions of 
those who know not Christ all around 
us, may avail themselves of all the com- 
fort that Christ is waiting to give them 
if they will only rest in Him. 


‘Wuat a Dirrerence Curist Maxss! 


The Christian is not promised exemp- 
tion from. the trials “common to man,” 
but though he must face them and live 
amid them, he is assured that “God is 
faithful” and will not permit him to be 
tested above that which he is able to 
-bear, but will provide a way of escape 
that he may be able to stay right there, 
stick it through, and bear it! (1 Cor. 
40:18.) . The peace and rest of the Chris- 
tian is not that of a hothouse plant. It 
is that of the giant oak of the forest 
which, though it feels the fury of the 
storm, holds its head high and stands 
firm, “more than conquerors through 
shim that loved us” (Rom, 8:37). 

This victory of the Christian over ad- 
verse circumstances comes from knowing 
five things. When our loved ones who 
leave our homes are believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour: 

1. We know that Christ is with them, 
“alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28: 20).. 

What a difference this makes! Our 
leved one (and we) can know: “I can- 
not go anywhere that my Saviour does 
not go with me,” for 
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 
If If ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 
my bed in sheol, behold, thou 


And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

‘Thou hast beset me behind and before, 

“And Taid thine hand upon me. 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine 

- uprising, 

Thou understandest my thought afar off. 


“Thou compasseth my path and my lying 


down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto 
me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them! 
If I should count them, they are more in 
number than the sand: 
When I awake, I am still with thee. 
Lead me in the way everlasting, 
And I will praise thee ! 
(Psa. 139:7-10, 5, 2, 3, 17, 18, 24b, 14a.) 
New Caledonia, Vella Lavella, Papua, 
-Tunisia, Iceland, Kiska, Casablanca .. . 
‘are not strange, far-off places where our 
loved one will be alone. In these, or 
a thousand other corners of the world, 
out there on the lonely wastes of the 
broad Pacific, or running the North At- 
lantic or Arctic gauntlet, or way up there 
in the stratosphere, Curist is with your 
boy!. Isn’t that a comforting thought! 
Not only comforting to you, but to 
Ahem! For over a year the Army Air 
Corps crowded tens of thousands of boys, 
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into over forty-five of Atlantic City’s 
hotels (besides over 1,200 Coast Guard 
radio students) .* Most of these boys were 
here for only three weeks packed with 
basic training, inoculations, classifica- 
tion tests—and on they would go— 
everywhere! God brought a military 
camp to our doors. We Gospel-preach- 
ing pastors did our best by God’s help 
to “buy up the opportunities,” and God 
gave us many souls. 


LONELINESS ~ 

But one of our chief ministries was 
to the Christian boys. Many of them 
had. been only recently inducted, and 
here they suddenly found themselves 
marching from the train through a 
strange town,-~-perhaps in the rain, — 
many units not knowing what town it 
was they had arrived in till they read 
signs as they marched along. Then they 
arrived at a hotel stripped to barrack 
bleakness, placed in a room with fel- 
lows they would never choose for com- 
panions, the unwilling listeners to con- 
versations which made them feel that 
only a bath would make them clean, 
and knowing this was the beginning — 
not the end! Looking out over a strange 
city from a hotel window, with not a 
single Christian friend to pal with (as 
yet in many cases), if ever a boy were 
going to feel lonely and bereft, here was 
the time. Many of the boys told me 
that God directed their eyes to a large 
sign in great red letters on a white back- 
ground, which stands facing two ways 
on our church roof: “Christ Died For 
Our Sins,” and suddenly the fact that 
Christ was with them swept over them 
like the surge of the sea; they felt warm 
and relaxed inside. Others, walking 
aimlessly through ‘unfamiliar streets, 
providentially came across the church, 
walked in, and found comfort in the 
Gospel of our adequate Christ. Through 
many means and ways Christ took away 
the loneliness and assured them of His 
perpetual presence with them. So many 
of the boys had to get themselves 
oriented to army life, and it was our joy 
to help them see that they could “do 
all things through Christ” who is our 
Strength (Phil. 4:13). Once having made 
the adjustment, they learned the secret 
of the antidote to loneliness. 


UNCERTAINTY 


There was another thing that bothered 
most of them, until they found the solu- 
tion in Christ, and that was the uncer- 
tainty of army life. Most of them, like 
us, lived well-ordered lives. They knew 
what they were going to do tomorrow, 
next week, and perhaps next year. They 
knew exactly or approximately where 
they would be. They did more or less 
as they pleased. Now they did what 
others pleased to have them do. They 
had little or no choice, Personal pref- 
erences as to sleeping, eating, and the 
use of their time suddenly vanished. A 
rigid routine was theirs and, above all, 
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there was no certainty of anything. 
Many would say on Sunday, “I'll see 
you at prayer meeting,” but be shipped 
instead. One lad became terribly em- 
barrassed in repeatedly saying good-by 
to’ us at the church, only to have ‘his 
announced shipment postponed again 
and again. One never knew! How 
different from their civilian life. No 
wonder that this uncertainty: got on-the 
nerves of these new Christian soldiers. 
They soon learned to make no plans; to 
take Christ at His word, believing that 
He meant it when He said, “Lo, I am 
with you”; “He hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear” (Heb. 13: 
5, 6). 

Is Christ adequate for the uncertainty 
of army life? I well remember a_ boy 
coming into our midweek service one 
cold night. He was from a church now 
being served by a former pastor of my 
church. He had been quarantined and 
so restricted that he had not been able 
to get to church since his induction. 
He was pretty blue, you can imagine. 
God warmed our hearts with a happy 
song service, Christ-honoring testimonies, 
earnest prayers, and a comforting mes- 
sage. He literally grabbed my hand at 
the door and said: “Pastor, I was mighty 
low about this whole new experience 
when I came in tonight. But God has 
completely changed my outlook tonight. 
I’m leaning on Him, and I’m on top of 
circumstances now, and I’m going to 
stay there! I'll see you at the Young 
Men’s Bible Class tomorrow night.” But 
I didn’t see him. Uncertainty! He was 
unexpectedly shipped! But he wrote a 
letter flooded with victory, explaining 
what had happened! Our Christ is 
adequate ! 

When our loved ones leave'us.as be- 
lievers, 

2. We know they are safe in his care 
and nothing can touch them but in His 
will! 

War is no playground contest. In war 
they “play for keeps”! War means dan- 
ger, and possibility of wounds, and per- 
haps death. The folly of worrying could 
never be more obvious, however, than 
here. With bullets flying, fragments of 
bombs and shells filling the air, unseen 
artillery and mortars hurtling destruc- 
tion, how futile is it for the Christian 
soldier or sailor or airman to worry, or 
for their loved ones! Not one of those 
millions of pain or death-dealing frag- 
ments can be swerved one-thousandth 
of an inch by all the worry in the world! 
What is going to be is going to be, un- 
less you believe in a God great enough 
and strong enough and wise enough. to 
swerve them when it is not His will for 
our loved one to be hit at that particu- 
lar time. 

“But,” someone may say, even some 
Christian, “you really don’t mean that 
God would actually intervene ~and 
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change the course of a bullet or shell 
fragment, do you?” I answer an. un- 
equivocal “Yes!” It is recorded in the 
Book of Job (1:10) that the Devil. said 
to God concerning Job: “Hast not thou 
made an hedge about him, ... and 
about all that he hath on every side?” 
and it was only with God’s explicit per- 
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mission that Satan was able to touch 
first Job’s property and family, and later 
his body. If even the Devil with his 
mighty power and skill could not get 
past God’s protecting hedge, how much 
less can Hitler and all his legions, Tojo 
and all his Zeros! 


(To be continued next week) 
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IN and judgment are the subjects of 

the first five chapters of Isaiah. Then 
come chapters 6 to 12, which contain the 
great evangelical prophecies of Christ- 
mas time. 

The prophet saw the Lord Jesus high 
and lifted up in the temple of Heaven 
(Isa. 6:1). So insists the Apostle John, 
“These things said Esaias, when he saw 
his [(Christ’s] glory” (John 12:41). It 
was in the year that King Uzziah died, 
the year, Jerome tells us, in which the 
city of Rome was founded, 753 B.C. 
Christ was in glory, Rome in her humble 
beginnings. The next time Rome ap- 
peared in Scripture was in Luke 2,— 
Augustan Rome, at the height of her 
power and ordering a census of her peo- 
ples. Jesus lay in the Bethlehem crib. 

Isaiah’s lips were purged for his great 
message. That message was, in the first 
instance, one of disaster, Judah was, 
because of her deadness and obstinacy, 
to be cut down as an oak tree, but in 
the stump life would remain, “the holy 
seed” (6:13). This meant primarily the 
righteous remnant of Israel (as in Ezra 
9:2), but more specifically the Holy Seed 
of the Messianic promise in David's line. 
It was “the most Holy” of Daniel 9:24, 
the Anointed. It was “that holy thing” 
that was to be born of the Virgin Mary 
(Luke 1:35). He was the living essence, 
the root out of the dry ground, the life 
in the oak when the leaves had fallen. 
The line of the Holy Seed was the thread 
of Isaiah’s evangelical prophecy. It was 
the Virgin’s Seed of Isaiah 7:14, the royal 
Seed of 9:6, 7, the Root (that is, Seed) 
of the.Kingdom of Jesse’s Son to which 
the Gentiles would seek (Isa, 11:10). 





God’s promise through Isaiah that the 
Holy Seed should continue in spite of the 
vicissitudes of the time was a reaffirma- 
tion of His sevenfold promise to David by 
Nathan that the Holy Seed of the Davidic 
line should be established forever, “T 
will set up thy seed after thee... and 
I will establish his kingdom” (2 Sam. 
7:12). 

To cut off the Holy Seed before it 
should appear by destroying the ances- 
tral line was ever the program of the 
Enemy. Saul sought to slay David, 





Athaliah to blot out “the seed royal of 
the house of Judah” (2 Chron. 22:10). 
As Pharaoh planned at the beginning 
of Israel’s national history to destroy the 
Jewish male children, so Herod at the 
close sought to “liquidate” any possible 
child of the royal line in Bethlehem. In 
Isaiah 7 we have a similar incident. 
The house of David, deposit of the Mes- 
sianic promise, was threatened by Rezin, 
king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Is- 
rael, “Let us go up against Judah [in 
which tribe the Messianic line was to 
run], and vex it, and let us make a 
breach therein for us, and set a king in 
the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal” 
(v. 6). 

This meant that the Messianic line was 
to be displaced by an heathen line. It 
was to be breached with the breaching 
of Jerusalem’s walls. 

But they were to be foiled. Isaiah’s 
word to the King of Judah concerning 
this plot was, “It shall not stand, neither 
shall it come to pass.” Within sixty- 
five years the kingdom of Israel shall be 
broken and cease to be a. people. Then 
he added significantly to Ahaz, “If ye 
will not believe, surely ye shall not be 
established,” that is, in the Davidic line 
according to the sevenfold promise 6f 
2 Samuel 8 of an established house of 
David. In the prophecy of the divine 
Child in Isaiah the prophet again makes 
specific reference to Nathan’s promise, 
saying, “Of the increase of his govern- 
ment and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom .. . to establish it” (9:7). 

And he gives a sign of the overthrow 
to come on Judah’s enemies. Before a 
child cculd distinguish between foods, 
or cry, “My father, and my mother,” 
the hostile kings would. be driven out 
and “the riches of Damascus and the 
spoil of Samaria” would fall to Assyria 
(Isa. 8:4). And in the threatened Da- 
vidic line would appear a Virgin’s Son 
as a luminous morning star with the 
name of Immanuel, God with us. 

The name Immanuel appears only here 
in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 8:8 


(“the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel”) 
it is identified with the owner of the 
“The land shall 


Holy Land, Jehovah. 
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not be sold for ever: for the land is 
mine,” said Jehovah to Israel (Lev. 
23), and reproachfully in Jeremiah 2:4 
“Ye defiled my land.” 

In other words, the true Virgin's Son 
was, as Matthew rightly said, “God with 
us.” The Abrahamic Covenant was of a 
seed and a land.. The sign of the virgin 
in Isaiah 7:14 was of a seed and,. im- 
plicitly, in the name of Immanuel, of a 
land (Isa. 8:8). It was fulfilled when 
Jesus-Immanuel, the seed of ‘the Virgin, 
came into his own land (John 1:11), for 
so it is literally. ° 





After disclosing the sufferings because 
of the invasions of the time, the prophet 
sees through this darkness of contem- 
porary history to what was to come in 
this very region when the Light of the 
world should appear “in Galilee of the 
nations” (Isa. 9:1). It was just here, 
as Matthew said (4:17), and Mark (1: 
15), that Jesus did come saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand.” To those who dwelt in the 
shadow of death He was to bring light 
and immortality to light, harvest’ joy 
and harvest ingathering as of the Gen- 
tiles, His easy yoke and light burden jin 
place of crushing ones. In place of 
armed tumult and bloody garments was 
to appear the Prince of Peace. The 
promise of the established throne: of 
David’s line (Isa. 9:7) was to bé ful- 
filled in Him who was “Wonderful, 
counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 





In the tenth chapter of Isaiah, * the 
prophet, after describing the punishment 
which is to come upon Israel because 
of Assyria, declares that “For yet a very 
little while, and the indignation shall cease 
. . - his burden’ shall be taken, 
from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from 
off thy neck, and the yoke shall -be-de- 
stroyed because of the anointing” *(10: 
25, 27), that is, because of the anointed 
line of David culminating in Christ, the 
anointed Messiah. This line was not to 
be broken by the Assyrian any more 
than by Rezin and Pekah. The cities 
of Judah were to be pillaged arid har- 
ried, one after another, as the Assyrian 
invasion proceeded in the manner of a 
modern German invasion, but it would 
be stopped at-Nob outside of Jerusalem, 
the high-water mark of invasion. Then 
the conqueror would be cut,down as a 
haughty monarch of the Lebanon forest. 

In contrast to this crashing tree is the 
rod out of the stem of Jesse, the Branch 
on which the Spirit of the Lord shall 
rest, permanently, not fleetingly, as on 
the prophets. The Assyriar was “the 
rod of mine anger.” The rod out_of 
Jesse was one of justice. It is. “the rod 
of his mouth,” its strength being not in 
violence but in the preached Word. His 
rest shall be glorious, for He Himself 
is Shiloh, or Peace, unto whom “shall 
the gathering of the people be” (Gen. 
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49:10), or, as Isaiah quotes it, “to it 
shall the Gentiles seek” (Isa. 11:10). 
'It-is apparent from this quotation in 
Isaiah’s great evangelical prophecy that 
he ‘was acquainted with and referring to, 
not only Nathan’s prophecy of the Da- 
vidic line and its establishment, but also 
to Jacob’s distant prediction for “the 
last days” (Gen. 49). The prophecy of 


. Jacob was concerned with Judah, the 


lion’s whelp couching as an old lion, 
with Dan the adder that biteth the horse’s 
heels so that the rider shall fall back- 
ward, with Benjamin the ravening wolf, 
devouring prey. But in the coming days 
of David’s kingdom the wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb, the calf and the young 
lion shall lie down together, the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder’s 
(marg.).den. The “anger of Simeon and 
Levi was fierce and their wrath cruel,” 
but “in all my holy mountain” they shall 
neither hurt nor destroy. 

After this picture of the coming King- 
dom.of peace the prophet describes a 


. final regathering of Israel into their land 


from the four corners of the earth. 
Isaiah’s Doxology 


. Isaiah’s mighty evangelical prophecy 
closes in the lovely doxelogy of chapter 
twelve. The first verse expresses Is- 
rael’s gratitude for her promised restora- 
tion, — she was to be “ransomed, healed, 
restored, forgiven.” “Though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortedest me.” 

“Behold, God is my salvation,” sings 
the prophet. “Stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will 
shew to you to day,” were the Passover 
hight words which Moses uttered on the 
Egyptian side of the Red Sea. On the 
farther side he broke out into song, and 
‘the prophet Isaiah here quotes his words: 
4q."The Lord is my “For the Lord Je- 
strength and song, hovah is my strength 
and he is become my and my song; he also 
“#divation” (The Song is become my Salva- 
of Moses, Exod.15:2). tion” (Isa. 12:2). 

The third verse of Isaiah 12, “There- 
fore with’joy shall ye draw water jout 
of the wells of salvation,” is an obvious 
allusion to the oasis, Elim, with its twelve 
wells of water and threescore and ten 
palm trees, where thirsting Israel found 
water directly after singing the Song of 
Moses with Moses (Exod. 15:27). 


As the first section (Isa. 12:1-3), 
headed with the words, “And in that 
day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise 
thee,” ‘has to do with Moses and quotes 
the opening words of his song, so the 
second .section (vs. 4-6), headed also 
with; “And in that day shall ye say, 
Praise the Lord,” has to do with David 
and quotes the opening words of his 
psalm when he brought the Ark back to 
Jerusalem. From this Isaiah quotes: 

“Give thanks unto “Praise the Lord, 
the Lord, call upon call upon his name, 
his. name, make declare -his doings 
known his deeds among the people” 
among the people” (Isa. 12:4). 

(1 Chron. 16:8). 
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The Christian significance of these al- 
lusions is obvious. The Deliverer from 
Egypt and the Red Sea waters was to 
be the Saviour from sin and death. The 
bringing of the ark back to Jerusalem 
was typical of the coming of the New 
Jerusalem when the tabernacle of God 
is with men and He shall dwell with 
them and they shall be His people and 
God Himself shall be with-them. In 
the first half of the doxology the Sav- 
iour is foreshadowed, which is Christ the 
Lord: in the second, Immanuel, which is, 
“God with us,” “the Holy One of Israel 
in the midst of thee.” Christ indeed 
identified Himself with the Holy Oxe of 
Israel of Isaiah 12:6 when He said, 
“Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.” 


The first half refers to redemption, re- 
demption which, in the Song of Moses, 
is expressed historically and typically in 
the words, “Thou in thy mercy hast led 
forth the people which thou hast 're- 
deemed .. . till the people pass over, 
which thou hast purchased” (Exod. 15: 
13, 16); the second to sanctification ex- 
pressed in David’s psalm, “Glory ye in 
his holy name: let the heart of them 
rejoice that seek the Lord. Seek the 
Lord and his strength, seek his face con- 
tinually” (1 Chron, 16:10, 11). 


God for us and God in us are thus in- 
timated in the two parts of this dox- 
ology of Isaiah 12, which closes the 
prophecy of the Incarnation. 


Three Frustrated Attempts 


In the historical interlude of Isaiah 36 
to 39 he recounts three defeated attempts 
to break the Davidic line and thereby 
overthrow the great promise of God to 
David. This is probably the Spirit’s rea- 
son for introducing these chapters into 
the heart of this book of evangelical 
prophecy. He would prove that God is 
caring for the preservation of the line. 

(1) Sennacherib attempted to destroy 
Jerusalem, the seat of the line and of 
its then incumbent, Hezekiah.’ The an- 
swer of God was, “For I will defend 
this city to save it for mine own sake, 
and for my servant David’s sake” (Isa. 
37:35), that is, because'of the promise of 
an established kingdom for David's seed. 


(2) Hezekiah was apparently taken 
with mortal sickness before an heir had 
been born. Hence God prolonged Heze- 
kiah’s life. “The father to the children 
shall make known thy truth,” that is, 
the truth of the continuing and coming 
Davidie line (Isa. 38:19). The God of 
David had heard his prayer and seen his 
tears and added to his days fifteen years. 
This was sufficient to raise up an heir 
and to train him to Jewish maturity, 
that is, to the age of thirteen. 

(3) Hezekiah’s future offspring were 
to be carried to Babylon and become 
eunuchs in the house of the king of 
Babylon. But in the very next chapter 
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comes the promise of the return, and of 
the setting up of Christ’s Kingdom. 
Josiah, king of Judah had two sons 
whom he named Jehoahaz (Held of. the 
Lord), and Eliakim (Established by the 
Lord). These names expressed a devout 
father’s wishes for his sons’ good future. 


But there was a more specific reason. 
The great prophetic promise which 
Nathan the seer bore from God td Da- 
vid was, “I will set up thy seed after 
thee .. . and I will establish his king- 
dom ... and I will stablish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever.”. Seven times 
is it announced that this establishment 
is forever. No wonder Josiah named 
his sons “Upheld” and “Established.” He 
hoped that in them the prophetic prom- 
ise might be fulfilled. 


Significant Names 


But the names were borne by apos- 
tates. Jehoahaz, whom the Lord was 
“to hold,” was carried off with violence 
into captivity in Egypt. The prophet 
Jeremiah, therefore, called him Shallum, 
that is, “Recompensed,” (well-served !). 
Pharaoh Necho made his brother Elia- 
kim (Established of God) King of Judah 
and bade him change his name, which 
he did. The name Jehoiakim, taken by 
him, more closely conformed to the pre- 
diction of 2 Samuel 7 in that he was 
established not of God (El) but of Jeho- 
vah, the Covenant God of Israel. 

Why did he make this particular 
change? Hengstenberg thinks in de- 
fiance of the prophet Jeremiah who had 
predicted the destruction of David's 
royal city by the Chaldeans. “Not so,” 
mocked Jehoiakim, “the promise to Da- 
vid’s house of establishment precludes 
any such destruction of David’s city. 
That promise is to be fulfilled in no re- 
mote*future, but in my very person and 
in that of my son Jehoiachin,” whose 
name also meant “Whom God hath estab- 
lished.” To which the prophet replies, 
“Did not thy father . . . do judgment 
and justice, and then it was well with 
him? . . . But thine eyes and thine 
heart are not -but for thy covetousness, 
and for to shed innocent blood. . 
Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning 
Jehoiakim ... He shall be buried with 
the burial of an ass, drawn and cast 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.” 
Not “established” but “cast forth.” 


So to his son Jehoiachin (or Jeconiah, 
— the names are variants with the same 
meaning) he says: “Though Coniah the 
son of Jehoiakim .. . were the signet 
upon my right hand, yet would I pluck 
thee thence.” He was to be childless, a 
man that could not prosper in his days, 
“for no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, and 
ruling any more in Judah.” ° 


Why did Jeremiah change the name 
of Jeconiah to Coniah? By dropping the 
jod, the “j,” sign of the future, the 
prophet probably meant to symbolize 
the fact that his life had no future. 
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, After fifteen hundred years a stray .tab- 
let found in a Near Eastern rubbish heap 
has brought him momentarily again to 

‘the attention of a few archeologists, 
(Reported recently in the Archiv fuer 

* Orientforschung.) 





Jeremiah goes on, then, to affirm that, 
since the evil shepherds, by which he 
means the evil kings, had ruined and 
scattered the flock, the Lord would raise 
up (alluding back to the promise of 2 
Samuel 7:12, “I will set up thy seed 
after thee”) unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros- 
per and shall execute. judgment and 
justice in the earth. In his days shall 
Judah be saved and Israel “shall dwell 
safely: and this is the name wherewith 
she shall be called, The Lord our right- 
eousness [Jehovah-tsidkenu]. For thus 
saith the Lord; David shall never want 
a man to sit upon the throne of the 
house of Israel” (Jer. 33:15-17). 

It was presumably in reference to this 
last prophecy that Mattaniah, uncle and 
successor \to Jeconiah, took the name 
Zedekiah (the Lord our righteousness), 
— Zedekiah and Tsidkenu are variants 
of the same word. Just as Jehoiakim 
thought to fulfill in himself the proph- 
ecies to David of an eternally established 
Kingdom, so Zedekiah, by assuming the 
new name of “the Lord our righteous- 
ness” presumed to make himself the ful- 
fillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy of the 
righteous Branch. At the same time “he 
did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord his God, and humbled not 
himself before Jeremiah the prophet 
speaking from the mouth of the Lord.” 
So it came to pass that his own sons, 
the royal heirs, were slain before his 
eyes, and the sight of those eyes then 
extinguished by Chaldean cruelty. 

As a reminder of the promise, “He 
shall build am house.for my name, and 
I will stablish the throne of his king- 
dom for ever.” Solomon had reared two 
pillars before the Temple he built for 
God’s name, and he “called the name 
of that on the right hand Jachin [He 
shall establish], and the name of that 
on the left Boaz [In him is strength, or 
stability]” (2 Chron. 3:17). There seems 
also to have been an allusion to this 
same prophecy and same expectation in 
the name of Hezekiah (God hath 
strengthened), and possibly in the name 
Uzziah (God my. strength); certainly in 
the royal names after the return from 
Babylon such as Eliakim (Established) 
(Matt. 1:13), and Achim, or Jachin (He 
shall establish) (Matt. 1:14). 


Not until the angel appeared to Mary 
in a.city of Galilee called Nazareth, did 
the time of fulfillment of the royal 
prophecy of 2 Samuel 7 open. “The Lord 
shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: And he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 
1:32, 33). These words of Gabriel to 
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Mary are the faraway echo of the seven- 
fold promise of the prophet Nathan to 
David: “I will stablish the throne of 
his kingdom for ever.” 


we 
A Divine Summons 


(Continued from second page) 


world would be converted before 
Christ’s coming, “A falsehood forged by 
Satan to blind men to the truth.” John 
Calvin said; “There is no reason to ex- 
pect it.” John Knox taught, “It will 
never be done until the righteous King 
Himself shall appear.” The evidence is 
conclusive that the prayer in Isaiah is 
intended for Israel, who will ultimately 
lead the world to Christ. Thus Israel 
will become “a praise in the earth.” 


Tue NECESSITY 


There has never been a time when 
prayer to God was more urgently needed 
than now. Any thoughtful person who 
surveys the world today must often wish 
to veil the picture that startles his vision, 
—red flames and black smoke of burn- 
ing cities, the seven seas troubled by 
the wreckage of once proud ships and 
battered bodies of men. But although 
war casualties have been enormous and 
all Europe has suffered much, upon the 
Jews the Nazi fury has descended as 
upon no other people. The New York 
Times of August 27, 1943, reports: 


The Jewish population of Europe, which 
totaled eight million three hundred thou- 
sand when Hitler came into power ten years 
ago, has been reduced by five million as 
a result of his war upon them, according 
to a three hundred page survey miade pub- 
lic yesterday by the Institute of Jewish Af- 
fairs of the American Jewish Congress and 
the World Jewish Congress. 

More than three million Jews have been 
destroyed by planned starvation, forced 
labor, deportations, pogroms, and methodi- 
cal murders in German-run extermination 
centers in’ eastern Europe since the out- 
break of the war in 1939, according to the 
report, while one million eight hundred 
thousand Jews have been saved by migra- 
tion into the interior of the Soviet Union and 
one hundred eighty thousand have suc- 
ceeded in emigrating to other countries. 

In twenty-four countries of Continental 
Europe, now under the control of the Axis, 
only three million Jews are alive today, 
according to the survey, which was made 
for the benefit of five hundred delegates 
elected by the organized’ Jewish community 
of this country who will attend the five- 
day American Jewish Conference at the 


Hotel Waldorf-Astoria Sunday [August 29, ~ 


1943]. 


Many Christian believers and skep- 
tics alike are struck by the thought 
that all this is happening after the 
Church of Christ has been established 
for nineteen centuries. To many be- 
lievers this realization has brought 
humiliation or discouragement; to skep- 
tics it offers an opportunity for scorn 
and contempt; to others, who neither be- 
lieve nor scoff, it has seemed proof that 
the Church is powerless. and is merely 
another of the age-old attempts of strug- 
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gling humanity to find light in darkness, 
order in the surrounding chaos, and 
peace amid ever-recurring war. Conse- 
quently, many have turned from both 
the Church and Christ. Some go farther 
and even question the existence of God, 
because they cannot reconcile mounting 
tragedy with a divine rule of the world. 
This problem is created by failure to 
interpret aright the plain teaching of 
Scripture that the world will not be- 
come perfect through the preaching of 
the Gospel. God’s ancient people, Is- 
rael, must “blossom and bud,” and then 
the face of the world will be filled with 
fruit. Wherever prophecy is interpreted 
with the rightful emphasis, when the 
central place of Israel in the divine plan 
is recognized, we see the need for prayer 
“till he establish, and till he make Jeru- 
salem a praise in the earth.” 


THe EFFICACY 


Note the order: the Lord’s remem- 
brancers are urged, “Take ye no rest, 
and give him no rest.” We cannot 
think that otherwise God would forget to 
fulfill His promise, yet it is His sovereign 
will that the Lord’s people shall be so 
moved that they will “take ... no Test, 
and give him no rest.” God will hear 
their prayers and act in proper time, 
as is implied in the words, “till he estab- 
lish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth.” 


When God wills that a thing be done, 
He first inspires men to pray. This is 
the order in the divine economy. When 
Moses prayed, Amalek was defeated. 
When Peter was in prison and it seemed 
to him that the cause of Christ was in 
danger, the Lord’s remembrancers ‘ag- 
sembled and prayed for him, and Peter 
was set free. When Wilberforce and 
others prayed, eight hundred thousand 
slaves in the British Empire were set 
free. The answer to our prayers may 
not come when expected, but, neverthe- 
less, true prayer, inspired by God, is 
efficacious; it brings us into harmony 
with the will of God. As a reservoir 
of water, when let loose, revives and 
refreshes brown shrubs and wilted trees, 
so does the bursting tide of prayer 
quicken us. 


Prayer has power to influence even 
the will of God. The words, “give him 
no rest,” command us to be spiritually 
persistent. God said to Moses, “Let me 
alone . . . that I may consume them” 
(Exod. 32:10). When Moses pleaded the 
promise of God to the patriarchs, “Jehoe 
vah repented of the evil which he said he 
would do unto his people.” The angel 
of the Lord with whom Jacob wrestled 
at Jabbok said, “Let me go, for the day 
breaketh” (Gen. 32:26). But because 
Jacob persisted, the Lord gave him the 
victory. Oh, that we mayrheed the di- 
vine summons to pray with intensity 
and perseverance, giving God no rest 
“till he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth” ! 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 96. GOD'S GREAT LOVE AND HIS GIFT 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 2:1-12 


~ Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.—John 3:16 
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Kine James VERSION 

Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem, 

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have 

, seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 

2 ‘4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 
‘of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should 
be born. 

'S And they said unto him, In Bethiehem of Judza: for thus 
it is written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule my people Israel. 

“9 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired 
of them diligently what time the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

. 9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young child was. 
1 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
y: 

‘11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down and worshipped 
him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not 

‘return to Herod, they departed into their own country another 
sway. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, 1 Wise-men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him. 3 And when Herod the king heard it, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ should be born. 5 And they said unto 
him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for thus it is written through the 
prophet, 
6*And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 

For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod privily called the 1 Wise-men, and learned of them 
exactly ‘what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning the 
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word, that 
I also may come and worship him. 9 And they, having heard 
the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was.. 10 And when they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the 
house and saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they 
fell down and worshipped him; and opening their treasures they 
offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And 
being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 
1Gr., Magi. Comp. Esther 1:13; Dan. 2:12; Acts 13:6, 8. Or, 

Where is the King of the Jews that is born? *Mic. 5:2. *Or, 

the time of the star that appeared. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission, 

















The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


; incarnation of the eternal Son 
I was the prelude to, not the accom- 
plishment of, redemption. He be- 
came Man that He might die. As Man, 
He was fitted to be our Kinsman-Re- 
deemer (Lev. 25:47-49). Mankind was 
sold under sin and utterly unable to 
work out any plan of redemption. But 
He who was God the Son from eternity 
stooped in grace to take our humanity, 
apart from sin, into uniom with His deity 
in order that He might act on our behalf, 
and, by giving His life a ransom, set 
free from sin and its penalty all who 
put their trust in Him. 

His virtgin-birth was foretold seven 
hundred years before it took place (Isa. 
7:14). The very city in which this was 
to occur was named by another prophet, 
at about the same time (Micah 5:2). Yet 
up to almost the very time of His pre- 
dicted advent it seemed as though this 
prophecy could not be fulfilled. Mary, 
His expectant mother, was dwelling in 


Nazareth, far to the north of David's 
city. But God moved the heart of the 
Roman emperor, who was the ruler of 
Palestine and all other civilized lands, 
to issue a decree that all the habitable 
earth (that is, the nations under the Ro- 
man .sway) should be taxed, and that 
each person must be registered for this 
taxation in his or her own city (Luke 
2:1-3). This necessitated the journey of 
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, and 
there the holy Child was born (vs. 4-7). 
Thus God’s Word, spoken sc long before, 
was fulfilled to the letter. The birth 
of the Lord Jesus Christ changed the 
whole course of human history. Hence- 
forth time was to be divided into two 
great cycles— before and after Christ. 


The Historical Setting 


While we have no definite record of 
the exact date of the birth of the Lord 
Jesus, most authorities agree on 4 B.C., 
and more and more are coming to the 
opinion that it may have been in De- 
cember, although many others reject this 
in favor of some time between March 
and September, when shepherds were 
more likely to be out in the open with 
their flocks at night. There is a hiatus 


of three years or more between the ac- 
counts A.D. and B.C. because of a mis- 
understanding on the part of those who 
constructed the present calendar. 
Verse by Verse 

Matt. 2:1—“There came wise men 
from the east.” We call these the Magi, 
which just means the Wise. They are 
often spoken of as kings, but no Scrip- 
ture warrants such a conclusion. They 
were probably men given to the study 
of prophetic lore, who had learned from 
the prophecies of Balaam (Num. 24:15- 
19) and of Daniel (7:13, 14) of the One 
who was to arise out of Judah and have 
dominion over all the earth. The idea 
of their being kings may have been 
gathered from Psalm 72:10, but that pas- 
sage has reference to the manifestation 
of the Kingdom at the second advent. 

Verse 2—‘Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews?” They took it for 
granted His own people would know, as 
they had waited for centuries for Him 
to appear. Explaining what had brought 
them to Jerusalem, they said, “We have 
seen his star ... and are come to wor- 
ship him.” This seems to be a direct 
allusion to Balaam’s words. 
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_ they rejoiced.” 





Lesson for December 26 


Verse 3—“Herod . .-. was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him.” No won- 
der that the suggestion that God’s prom- 
ised King was born already distressed 
ungodly Herod, who dreaded being de- 
posed from his throne and punished for 
his countless crimes. The leaders in 
Jerusalem, too, feared to lose their power 
and wealth, often ill-gotten, if the Mes- 
siah w6re already among them. 

Verse 4—“He demanded of them 
where Christ should be born.” Christ 
is the Greek word for Messiah — both 
/meaning the Anointed. To Herod, the 
King of the Jews could be no other than 
the Messiah, for whose coming he was 
unprepared. 

Verse 5.—“In Bethlehem of Judaa: for 
thus it is written by the prophet.” With- 
out a moment’s hesitation, the scribes 
gave the name of the city which was 
to be the birthplace of God’s king. It is 
pathetic to note how familiar these men 
were with the Scriptures, yet with no 
sense of the authority of the Word of 
God over their own lives. 


Verse 6—“Thou Bethlehem ... out 
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel.” ‘They turned to 
these words of Micah the Morasthite, 
which were clear and plain—not cap- 
able. of two or more meanings like the 
heathen oracles, and so answered the 
question of the Wise Men, though they 
did not know that the King had been 
born already. 

Verse 7.—“Herod ... enquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared.” 
He presumed that this had been coinci- 
dent with the birth of the Child, and so 
he craftily sought to find out the prob- 
able present age of the Babe; not that 
he might acknowledge Him, but that he 
might destroy Him and so thwart the 
divine purpose. 

Verse 8—“When ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come 
and worship him also.” The crafty hyp- 
ocrite had no thought of worship in his 
mind, but was scheming already how he 
might destroy this mysterious Child. It 
was to be Satan's direct effort to pre- 
vent the fulfillment of the prophecies 
concerning Christ. He found in Herod 
a willing servant to endeavor to carry out 
his plans. 


Verse 9.—“The star ... came and stood 
over where the young child was.” There 
is no reason to believe ‘that this was 
the stable in which the Lord Jesus Christ 
had been born. Some time had elapsed 
since the shepherds found Him there 
(Luke 2:15, 16). 

Verse 10.—‘When they saw the star, 
In some supernatural 
way they were guided by a heavenly 
orb, of which they had lost sight when 
they turned aside to go to Jerusalem, the 
place where they naturally expected to 
find the King. 

Verse 11—“When they were come into 
the house, they saw the young child.” 
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Lesson Calenda 


Last Week's Lesson 
12. December 19.—Christ the Fulfillment 
of the Law. 
Hebrews 1:1-9; Romans 10:4-10 





18. December 26.—God’s Great Love and 
Gs GO ce swe Matthew 2:1-12 


First Quarter, 1944 
1, January 2.—Jesus Begins His Minis- 


le hasbe wk acts es tn ctnsde saden Mark 1:1-22 
2. January 9.—Jesus Busy with His 

Ministry of Love ...... Mark 1:23 to 2:14 
3. January 16.—Jesus Answers His 


I oon Can 6deaen ene Mark 2:15 to 3:35 
\ 








Evidently, by the time of this event, 
Joseph had found a stitable home for 
Mary and her Babe. To this house came 
the Wise Men, bringing gifts of gold, 
symbolizing the divine glory; frankin- 
cense, which in the Old Testament typi- 
fied the perfection of Christ’s humanity; 
and myrrh, which spoke of His death — 
for myrrh was used in the embalming of 
the dead. Unconscious, doubtless, of the 
real significance of their gifts, they 
brought them as a token of their adora- 
tion and regard. 


Verse 12.—“Being warned of God... 
they departed into their own Country 
another way.” Thus for the time being, 
Herod was thwarted. He was not given 
the information he had sought. God 
spoke to these men as He had often done 
to others in the past, in a dream, warn- 
ing them not to comply with Herod’s 
request. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a very solemn thing to be familiar 
with the letter of God’s holy Word, and 
yet not be subject to its teaching. This 
was the condition of the scribes, who 
could give Herod such clear information 
as to where the King of the Jews should 
be born, and yet were not ready to own 
His claims over their own lives. Today 
there are millions of people who keep 
Christmas as a day of feasting and re- 
joicing, presumably in honor of the Sav- 
iour’s birth, and yet have never yielded 
their hearts to Him, nor repented of the 
sins for which He came to die. Let us 
be sure that we do not have a mere 
intellectual knowledge of the facts of 
the Nativity, but that we have made room 
in our hearts for the Saviour whose 
miraculous birth we recall with gladness, 


A Lesson Outline 
WELCOMING THE Newsorn KING 

Seeking Strangers (vs, 1, 2) 
Selfish Sovereign (vs. 3, 4) 
Scripture Scribes (vs. 5, 6) 
Sanctimonious Scoundrel (vs, 7, 8) 
Satisfied Sages (vs. 9, 10) 
Sacrificial Service (v. 11) 
Securing Safety (v. 12) 
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Special Lesson Topics_and Truths 
Herod and the Leaders im Israel: Thére 
was no love or confidence on either side, 
so far as the king and the religious 
leaders were concerned. But in one 
thing they were all alike. They sought 
their own glory; therefore were unready 
to yield to the claims of One who was 
to reign in absolute righteousness. Con- 
sequently, the inquiry of the Eastern 
sages distressed them when it should 
have brought gladness to their hearts, 
and would have done so had they been 
right in their attitude toward God. 
Herod was cruel and ambitious. ‘The 
high priests and scribes were self-right- 
eous and haughty. Familiarity with the 
Scriptures had only served to harden 
them because of the selfishness that dom- 
inated them. It is always dangerous 
when we know more than we practice. 


The Holy Child. The coming of God 
the Son into the world as a little Babe 
tells of His infinite love and condescen- 
sion. No one is afraid of a baby as such. 
Yet Herod and all Jerusalem were trou- 
bled at His coming. This tells out the 
bitter enmity of man’s heart toward God, 
The Incarnation was the expression of 
His infinite love and concern for sin- 
ners. He came not to condemn =the 
world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved (John 3:17). But. His 
love was met by coldness and suspicion. 
He was rejected by those whose bless- 
ing He sought. It is all-important that 
we challenge our own hearts ag to 
whether we are still numbered among 
those who spurn His grace, or among 
those who have bowed in repentance at 
His feet and who bring Him the gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh of our heart’s 
truest adoration. 


Applications and Summaries 

Acquaintance with the Scriptures will 
only condemn us in the last day if wé 
do not give the Word its proper ploegyat 
authority over our lives. 

Herod thought he could outwit God, 
but he had to learn at last the folly of 
striving against the Most High. 

The Magi had less light than many ‘in 
Israel, but they had far more love and 
earnestness of purpose. 

Because Jesus was God’s gift to them; 
the Wise Men brought their gifts to Him. 

Have we thus owned His claims to 
our loving allegiance? 

CuHIcaco. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 


and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 





a Se ee 


— 


et la ay tl tt 


1014 (10) * 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts fore their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and ee character. They 
written three m of The Sun- 
School Times staff, = — Ironside, Mrs. 

» and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
"ateigning son some of the questions differ- 
members of your class, letting them 

= whether they can discover the answers 

as given on a later page of this issue? 


T prophet predicted the place of 
Christ’s birth, and when? 

2. Where in the Old Testament do 
we read of a “Star” in connection with the 
coming Saviour? 

3. What is the important lesson for us in 
this story? 

4. Why were Herod and the Jewish lead- 
ers troubled at the news that the King had 
been born? 

5. What instruction did Herod give the 
Wise Men, and why did they not follow it? 

6. What did Herod and the chief priests 
and scribes miss by failing to accompany 
the Wise Men to Bethlehem? 

7. What is the effect of a meeting with 
Jesus Christ? 

8. How did God speak to the Wise Men? 
How does He speak today? 

9. How may we show our gratitude for 
God’s Gift? 


10. Is it possible for us to be selfish in our 
acceptance of God's Gift? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 1017 of this issue. 


we. 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send Sitoctions 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

for the best one each week. But readers 

are urg not send anymiig without first 
g and reading careful a leafiet ex- 

g the conditions of this department. The 
lessons for the year, with this leaf- 

let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 








tions are constantly having to be rejected by 
; editors, which might otherwise avail- 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 

portion of the lesson text indicated in 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Tilustrations are not to be submitted from 

earlier ues of The Sunday School Times 

*“Tilustration Round Table. Where illustra- 

a a | submitted are from other de oaeaacee 

e Times, the page number and year of 

the issue should be shown, or the title of the 
article vs which taken should be given. 


In vi of the large number of illustrations 
gubmittea on each lesson, readers are asked to 
Umit te six the total for any one lesson. 

Why He Came.—For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life (Golden Text). As the late Dr. 
Griffith Thomas used to quote, “Christ 
came, not to preach the Gospel, but that 
there might be a Gospel to preach.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Where Was God?—God so loved the 
world, that he gave his... Son (Golden 
Text). When a father received word 
that his son, a brilliant lad, had been 
killed in a railway accident, he turned 
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to his pastor and cried in desperation, 
“Tell me, sir, where was God when my 
son was killed?” And in that tense and 
terrible moment guidance was given to 
the counseling pastor. “My friend,” said 
he, “God was just where He was when 
His own Son was killed!”"—From the 
Christian Digest. Sent by Hazel Thom- 
son, Firthcliffe, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Passing Through Bethlehem.—Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1). This 
little news item came from the daily 
paper. “Jerusalem is being supplied with 
fresh water from reservoirs built by 
King Solomon. The water is brought 
to the city by means of an aqueduct 
which passes through Bethlehem.” The 
Water of Life for all men comes through 
Bethlehem also.—From the Expositor. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Forgotten Name.—Saying, Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him (v. 2). A 
missionary was traveling on the train 
and she had a long stopover in Cawn- 
pore. Going into the station she found 
a woman sadhu crouched on a bench, 
and soon she began talking with her 
about God. As the missionary mentioned 
the name of Christ, the woman looked 
up happily, and with beaming counte- 
nance said, “That's it, that’s His name! 
I had forgotten it! What you are saying 
is the truth! I know you are right be- 
cause that’s His name! Tell me again, 
so I won’t forget.” And then this pitiful 
soul, transformed and radiating new life 
from God, began to tell her story. She 
told of how she was wandering through 
the jungles, chanting her prayers and 
repeating the name of her god— “Ram! 
Ram! Ram!—” Suddenly a voice said 
to her, “Don’t worship Ram; worship 
Christ,” and each time she would say 
“Ram,” the same voice would say again, 
“Don’t worship Ram; worship Christ.” 
She came out of the jungle wondering 
what it all could mean, but in the mean- 
time she had forgotten the name. When 
the missionary spoke of Christ, it came 
to her that He is the One to he wor- 
shiped. His name is Christ! What a 
rejoicing, not only in that railroad sta- 
tion, but among the heavenly host in 
Glory, for this lost sinner brought into 
the fold !—From Independent Board Bul- 
letin. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Pied- 
mont, W. Va. 


“Count It All Joy.”—When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy (v.10). The missionary reached the 
little Chinese town shortly after bandits 
had done their worst. A native Chris- 
tian showed the ruins of his home: 
thatched roof, rafters, rude furniture, all 
turned to ashes. Then, as though it were 
the last straw, he said, “They even 
burned my Bible and hymnbook!” And 
from the ruins, he picked a single page 
of his Chinese hymnbook, the only thing 
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that had escaped the flames! The mis- 
sionary took it. and read, “Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come!” It seemed a 
mockery —this note of joy in the midst 
of desolation. But if you could have 
gone to the little chapel and seen the 
light on the faces of those Christians, 
who had lost nearly everything, and 
heard them speak of the home Jesus has 
prepared for those who love HY, you 
would know there is joy to the world; 
because the Lord has come !—From Day 
by Day. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


A Soldier’s Gift—They presented unto 
him gifts (v. 11). In the annual report 
of the Open Air Mission, a British sol- 
dier writes: “I gave my heart to Jesus 
at Halton Park Mission Hut twenty years 
ago last February. I forget all about 
the sermon, but I still remember the 
last hymn — ‘Alas! and did my Saviour 
bleed.’ And when we came to the last 
verse, 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

The debt of love I owe: 


Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
*Tis all that I can do— 


the missioner asked all who could sing 
that in sincerity and truth to stand up 
while others remained seated: I stood 
up, and my heart went with the words, 
and I was born again. And I am glad 
to tell you that I am still rejoicing in 
Him, my Saviour and Friend.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by E. 
M. James, Toronto, Ont. 


To Whom She Gave.—They emul 
unto him gifts (v. 11). A well-known 
preacher was making an appeal for funds 
before a large congregation, and invited 
them to bring their gifts and lay them 
on the altar. The aisle was filled with 
people who came bringing their. offer- 
ings. A little lame girl came slowly 
toward the front. She pulled a little 
ring from her finger and laid it among 
the other gifts on the altar. Adjusting 
her crutch she started back up the aisle, 
An usher was sent to bring her into an 
anteroom following the service. The 
preacher met her there and said, “My 
dear, I saw the thing which you did to- 
night. It was beautiful, but, you know, 
the response of the people tonight has 
been large, and in figuring up we find 
that we have money enough to take care 
of all the things we want to do, and have 
some money left over, so we don’t need ° 
your ring, and I have brought it back 
to you.” The little girl looked up with 
rebuke in her eyes and said, “I didn’t 
give that ring to you.” Once again from 
the lips of a child came a great spiritual 
truth that mocks owr unbiblical, unbusi- 
nesslike methods of church finance. In 
our efforts to get bills paid we forget 
that our gifts are offerings not to man 
but to God—From Watdchman-Crusader, 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Fort Smith, 
Ark. 




















Lesson for December 26 


The Busy Men's Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


“The Last Star.”—Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have seen 
his star (Matt. 2:2). This is the Christ- 
mas lesson, the day after. The principal 
question in most Sunday school classes 
will be, “What did you get?” Some of 
the little folks will say, “Oh, Miss Pri- 
mary, ya just oughta see our tree with 
a big ‘lectric light star on top of it!” 
And then the wise teacher will tell the 
beautiful story of the Nativity to the 
little folks, and make it graphic, and tell 
why God sent His Son. 

Tissot was a great French painter. He 
had been a Catholic, but was born again. 
He decided to dedicate his talent to the 
Lord Jesus and make his art serve his 
Lord. So he went to the Holy Land, 
and after weeks and months produced 
a wonderful Life of Christ, done in pic- 
tures. They were a sensation, and ex- 
hibited all over Europe, and in America, 
at a small admission. Later they were 
printed in their original colors in a book, 
which sold for $25. Among the pictures, 
I- greatly admired the Three Wise Men 
on their camels, following the star. 
There is a reverent dignity about the 
whole composition, with the somber and 
serious Palestinian landscape for a back- 
ground, and the expanse of sky over- 
head, with the star that led them. 

Years ago the Rev. F. B. Meyer was 
in Coatesville visiting Dr. Charles Hus- 
ton and speaking in the church. Then 
years later he came again, when he was 
quite or near ninety years of age. As 
he stood in our pulpit he said this: “I 
expect you are surprised to see a man of 
my age touring your country making 
addresses. But, my friends, I have not 
reached my last star, I am still in the 
Milky Way!” I never knew exactly 
what Dr. Meyer meant. I have thought 
his “last Star,” his “guiding Star,” could 
well be this Christmas Baby, the Lord 
Jesus, 


Missing the Mark.—For thus it is writ- 
ten by the prophet (v. 5). Micah 5:2 
is the prophecy quoted in the next verse 
(Matt.. 2:6), written hundreds of years 
before the event, with newspaper re- 
porting accuracy. 

To. millions of the world’s greatest 
minds the accuracy of the prophecies 
of the Old Testament have been most 
convincing. The 53rd chapter of Isaiah 
is almost photographic in its vivid de- 
scription of the mission of the coming 
Messiah. rf 

All down through the Scripture the 
prophets were given to see the Lord 
Jesus and His day in great detail. That 
was. something that could not be 
“guessed” or “faked.” The surprising 
thing is that the Jewish rabbis of Christ’s 
day could not see it, since they were 
so familiar with the Old Testament. 
The other day I accidentally got on 
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my radio a program where the leading 
Jewish rabbi of Washington, D. C., was 
preaching a'sermon. He had a text from 
one of the Psalms. It was a fine sermon. 
If I had not known it was a Jewish pro- 
gram I would have thought he was one 
of the professors of Old Siwash or Blank 
Theological Seminary. The preacher 
had diction, syntax, language, voice, and 
all that it takes. Everything but the 
one thing needful,—a word about the 
Saviour of the world, 


I say to my Jewish friend and neigh- 
bor, “You believe in the Messiah de- 
scribed in your Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, and I believe in the Messiah 
described in your Scriptures, by your 
prophets. However, I. believe His com- 
ing accomplished His purpose of dying 
for the sins of the world and He has 
returned Home to His Father.” 


No Other Way.—-They departed into 
their own country another way (v. 12). 
Herod, with all his cunning and smart- 
ness, found he could not fool God. ‘But 
in this closing note I want to call atten- 
tion to the fact that there is only the 
one thing in this world which does not 
have “another way.” 


This truth, like many another truth, 
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* For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” 


gape © 


10 Mens “a the missing name. 


Jesus had no human father, He was conceived by the Holy Ghest, born of the virgin Mt oettete 
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is expressed in a homely proverb. “There 
are more ways to kill a cat than chok- 
ing & to death on butter.” 

The great movement of modern civili- 
zation is one of finding new and other 
ways of doing things. You can name 
them, To my women readers I have only 
to say, “The washing and ironing.” With 
modern devices the young housewife 
does her work in her “party clothes”; 
and when you call in the middle of the 
day, it is, “Come right in! Glad to see 
you !” 

But, as stated above, there is one thing 
for which there is not “another way.” 
It is your salvation. Find John 14:6 and 
Acts 4:12. “I am the way.” “For there 
is none other name.” 

This lesson closes the 36th year I will 
have sat in this Corner. It comes pretty 
near being a record. In all these years, 
with all the 1,900 lessons, I have, ‘as God 
has given me grace, taught only the one 
thing: “No other Way.” 

In closing 1943, and wishing all my 
readers a Happy New Year, I want to 
tell you how much I have enjoyed your 
many letters expressing your love to me 
as you have come to know me by my 
Corner. I think you would be surprised 
to know the great ones at one time or 
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IT WORKS 
BOTH WAYS 


GRACE:—“The Gospel . . . is the power of 
God unto salvation .. . to the Jew first.” 
Romans 1: 16. 
1] JUDGMENT: — “Tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the 
Jew first.” — Romans 2: 9. 


God is just. The Jew in that ter- 
rible hour known as the time of 
Jacob’s trouble will suffer condem- 
nation first; so, God asks you to see 
to it that in this day of grace, the Jew 
shall have the Gospel first. Will 
you be less fair than God? 

Start today your first token of love 
for the Jew. Don’t hold back be- 
cause it is small; trust God to help 
you make it more later. “The Chosen 
People” is sent to contributors. 
You'll be glad you wrote. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
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another who have read me in the Trurs. 
One day I was in New York in the office 
of the president of a great utility. The 
late Mr. MacAdoo, former Secretary of 
the Treasury and later Senator from Cal- 
ifornia came in. Said Mr. Utility, “Mr. 
MacAdoo, I want you to meet one of 
my dearest friends, William H. Ridg- 
way.” As Mr. MacAdoo reached out his 
hand in greeting he said, with a smile, 
“Oh, everybody knows dear old Uncle 
Billy of Coatesville.” 


And it is my prayer that to all the 
readers of this Corner I may always re- 
main “dear Old Uncle Billy of Coates- 
ville.” 

Same to you! 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we are coming as the Wise 

Men came so long ago, with gifts 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not 
here where we can see Him, as they 
could, but He sees our hearts, and He 
sees the gifts we have brought today 
for some of the little ones, and He ac- 
cepts these gifts as if they were brought 
to Him. 

We have a long table here for your 
gifts, and you may bring them up now 
and put them on it, Isn’t this fine? So 
many of you have remembered to bring 
something. But some of you forgot. 
Well, do you think you can remember 
next Sunday? Then you bring some- 
thing next Sunday—those who forgot 
today or who couldn’t get anything 
ready for today. We want you all to 
have an opportunity to give something 
for somebody else. 

Now, why do we bring these gifts? 
Because we love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and want to give as to Him. 

Who brought Him gifts when He was 
a little Babe in Bethlehem? The Wise 
Men. They brought Him gold and frank- 
incense and myrrh. They were great 
and rich men,.and they brought of their 
treasures. We do not have such things 
to give, but we have brought of what 
we have, for Him. 

The Wise Men brought the first Christ- 
mas gifts to the Lord Jesus, but God 
really gave the first Christmas Gift, and 
that first Gift was Jesus Christ Him- 
self. You all know John 3:16—Let us 
say it. “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

What would you think if you sent a 
Christmas gift to some person and he 
paid no attention to it; he didn’t even 
unwrap it; he didn’t even look at it? 
Or what would you think of a person 
who would refuse your Christmas pres- 
ent, and say, “No, I don’t want a gift 
from you. I won’t have it”? 
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Yet that 1s exactly the way many peo- 
ple treat God. They either pay no at- 
tention to His great Gift, or else they 
refuse to have Him as their Saviour. 
They let years go by without even 
thinking of God. They go through life 
without ever having a Saviour. They 
die without Him. 

This is the very last Sunday in 1943, 
and all through this year your teacher 
has told you the lesson stories, and many 
times she has told you the story of 
how Christ died for your sins, and she 
may have asked you to take Him as your 
Saviour. Perhaps you have done it. We 
are so glad if you have. But maybe 
you have not. Maybe you think you 
are not old enough. Do not let that 
keep you away from the Lord Jesus. 
He said, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not.” 
So you are not too little. There are 
no reasons for not accepting Christ; 
there are only excuses that keep people 
away from Him. 

Perhaps someone has told you that you 
didn’t need to accept Christ, that you 
only need to be good. Don’t believe 
them. You can’t be good enough, for 
you have already sinned, and only a per- 
fect child can get along without a Sav- 
iour. Only a sinless person needs no 
Saviour, and there has never been and 
never will be but one sinless Person, 
and that is Jesus Christ Himself. 

So I am hoping and praying that every 
child in your class will decide for Christ 
today, if they have not before, so that 
your class will be one hundred per cent 
for the Lord, and ready to begin the 
New Year in His service. Nobody can 
really serve Him until the Holy Spirit 
comes into his heart to stay, and teaches 
him ‘how to serve. And some day, we 
know not how soon, we shall come to 
the year when Christ will call for His 
own to come up and live forever with 
Him. It may be this new year of 1944. 
Are you glad He is coming? 


Mopesto, Cauir. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee for the Gift above every gift 
of Thy Son, Jesus Christ. We can easily pic- 
ture in our imagination the view from Beth- 
lehem, across the field, of the shepherds, and 
their amazement at the good news. How 
greatly the world needs that good news to- 
day! How gladly any of us may have a part 
in sending that same good news broadcast 
over the world as we have opportunity! We 
pray that the name of, the Lord Jesus Christ 
may be honored in the lands far away, and 
in our own land, and that His message of 
saving love may be heard among peoples of 
every nation. May we do our part to make 
His name known wherever men are in dark- 
ness of soul. We ask this as the glowing 
heart of the Christmas message, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson—aA little boy talk- 
ing with his mother about the beautiful 
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Christmas time just approaching, had his 
own ideas about the song of the angels, 
and their presence in the shining sky. 
He said that the angels looking down 
upon the earth from their starry sky said 
assuringly as their gaze rested upon the 
shepherds, “Don’t be afraid, shepherds, 
we are only lighting up!” The little 
child’s vision of the field of the shepherds 
near Bethlehem was far more true than 
the older folks around him may have 
supposed. The angels were indeed en- 
gaged on that wonderful day in bringing 





OD’sS AVIOUR 
REATEST FROM 
IFT IN 


HAVE YOU ACCEPTED HIM? 


glorious good news to these watching 
shepherds, and to the great earth around 
them. That good news is full of meaning 
to us today, and we do. not give even a 
simple Christmas card to a friend with- 
out reminding that friend of the ines- 
timable blessing that came to earth at 
that first Christmas time. Has that bless- 
ing reached you yet? Do you think of 
Christmas as just a time for gifts and 
games, or of something more beautiful? 
Are you helping to spread the light that 
the angels brought? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 











2 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1014) 


1. The prophet Micah, about seven cen- 
turies before the Lord Jesus Christ came to 
earth. - 

2. In the. Book of Numbers where Balaam 
prophesied that “a Star” should come out 
of Jacob (Num. 24:17). ‘ 

3. We should be as ready to welcome 
Christ into our hearts as the Magi were -to 
seek and find Him. 

4. They felt His coming would disturb 
their ambitious designs and destroy their 
power over the people. Herod was jealous 
of the prospects of a rival or a successor 
from among the Jews. 


5. Herod asked the Wise Men to seek out 
the newborn King and bring word back to 
him, that he might worship Him, too, but 
God warned them in a dream not to do so. 

6. These men missed the opportunity to 
see the Son of God, who could have given 
them greater joy than their position or 
fame. 


7. Some who meet with Jesus Christ re- 
ject Him, but those who accept Him 
permit Him to fill their lives become like 
different people, with new incentives and 
new power. 


8. God spoke to the Wise Men through 
the star and a dream. He speaks to us 
through the medium which we can most 
clearly understand, particularly the Bible, 
or the guidance of thoughts, by the Holy 
Spirit, through prayer and circumstances. 

9. First by an acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour and Lord, then by love and 
service, obedience and sacrifice. 

10. Yes, when we try to enjoy our fellow- 
ship with Christ without telling the story 
of salvation to others. 
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Through the Bible Study 


By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
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hensive.” — Dr. Carl Armerding § ff 
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Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by ee 
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Cross 
By Walter C. Reynolds 


It starts with action and continues with 
action to the end. Each page is so com- 
pelling in interest that it is difficult to 
stop reading. 
A Christian Novel 
FASCINATING TO YOUTH 
STIMULATING TO ALL AGES 


Historically accurate in its first century 
setting, it is a thrilling story of a youn 
Roman nobleman. His adventures are share 
4 reader as they. travel through 
bandit-infested lands, as shipmates pur- 
sued by pirates, as spectators at contests in 
the arena and other intensely interesting 
e iences. Romance is there, wholesome 
delightful. The hero’s contact with 
the early Christians; his acceptance of 
Christ; his new faith and courage, make 
this an inspiring, spiritually powerful book. 
Price only $1.00 at your Church 
Supply House, or 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HAT did you not get for Christ- 

mas? Were you led to break one 
of the Ten Commandments because an- 
other child did get what you wanted? 
Thou shalt not covet Henry’s bicycle. 
Then, too, what was the word the Lord 
Jesus spoke which we left as a remin- 
der? (“Love one another, as I have 
loved you.”) 

We have here today some unusual 
gifts (indicate tiny packages or enve- 
lopes daintily wrapped with the usual 
Christmas trimmings, perhaps placed on 
or beneath a tiny tree). These do not 
contain things to play or work with, 
which are interesting for a time and 
then forgotten. They are gifts from 
God, which should be rrecious to you 
now, and grow more precious to you, 
even when you get to be old men and 
women and cannot enjoy the bicycle 
and things you so much want now. (Dis- 
tribute and allow the children to open 
the packages. Each one may have an 
individual tag: “Dorothy from God.” 
Inside is a slip of paper or a small folder 
with the words: “I loved you soI gave 
my only Son. If you believe in Him, 
you will not die, but have eternal life.”) 
What a wonderful Gift! Aren’t you glad 
to have that? You can be sure it is 
really meant for you, for God’s own 
Son, when He grew up, told us so in 
John 3:16. (Copy this verse, the Golden 
Text, beneath the heading, “God ... 
hath . . . spoken unto us by his Son,” 
as explained in the last article.) Then 
Paul tells us the same thing in Romans 
6: 23b. 

Would you like to tell again those 
beautiful stories about the Baby in the 
Bethlehem crib, about the angels and 
the shepherds, about the kingly visit of 
the Wise Men? Would you not like to 





It will help to say you saw it in The 
Sunday School Times. 
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give Him a gift, too? Which of the 
treasures of your life shall it be? 
What can I give Him, 
Young as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 
I would give Him a lamb. 


If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part. 
What I have I give — 
I give my heart. 
—Adapted. 

You need not tell the rest of us what 
your gift is to be, unless you wish. Is 
it your heart of love you give Him? 
Your very life to live for Him? Some 
bad habit, like lying or swearing, that 
you will get rid of, for His sake? Or 
some good deed that you will do, for 
His sake, during the coming year? Should 
you like to write your pledged gift and 
make a gift package for the Lord, some- 
thing like what you have just received? 
(Allow the children time to prepare 
them. Make the act of offering as wor- 
shipful as possible.) 

The following crisscross puzzle, which 
reviews names used in the Bible stories 
this quarter, may be given pupils to take 
home. They may like to construct others 
of their own. 

1, Down—Promised to return money he 
had gotten unfairly (Luke 19:8) 

2. Across—Had a man killed, and later 
prayed, “Create in me a clean 
heart” (2 Sam. 11:14, 15) 

3. Down—Lived in the beautiful garden 
of Eden (Gen. 2:8, 19) 

4. Across—Lost two sons because they 
got drunk and disobeyed God 
(Lev. 10:1, 2) 

5. Across—Repeated faithfully God's 
sad message to the priest (1 Sam. 
3:18) 

6. Down—Was a king whose mother had 
told him not to drink wine (Prov. 
31:4) ; 

7. Across—Was made by God from part 
of the man who became her hus- 
band (Gen. 2:21, 22; 3:20) 

8. Across—Was the man whom David 
had killed in battle (2 Sam. 12:9) 

9. Down—Was the aged priest whose 
sons were wicked (1 Sam. 3:12, 13) 

10. Down—Witnessed to the Lord Jesus, 
and was called the Baptist (John 
1:6, 7) 


(1) (3) 


(9) (10) 
- @M=--- = 
- ®—-—-——— 


Bucxsport, MAINE. 















































































































































Lesson for December 26 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Three.” 

Discussion: \Subjectively, these triads: 
Body, mind (soul), and spirit; Physical, 
cultural, and spiritual. Objectively, your 
gift to Jesus Christ. 

Objective: Mark 12:30. 











AY, fellows, the figure “three” ap- 

pears so frequently and so conspicu- 
ously in the Bible record that it would 
be impossible for any thoughtful reader 
to ignore its significance and fascinating 
symbolism. It begins in the triune God- 
head: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and 
continues throughout creation and God’s 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Bible” 
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plan for salvation. On Calvary there 
were three crosses. Nailed to one was 
the Saviour of the world. The other 
two were occupied by sinners, one saved, 
the other lost, representing the two great 
divisions of the world’s population: those 
who recognize and accept Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, and are saved; and those who 
reject Him and are lost. 

The “three” in today’s Christmas les- 
son appears in the gifts offered to the 
child Jesus, “born King of the Jews,” by 
the Wise Men who followed the star to 
Bethlehem, seeking Him. These gifts 
consisted of “gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh.” Which leads up to the ques- 
tion of how many Wise Men were in 
that historic group of searchers. The 
record in Matthew (the only one of the 
four Gospels mentioning the Magi): does 
not say, but it seems to be generally 
accepted that they were three in number. 

A number of years ago when the Lit- 
tle Jetts attempted to illustrate this les- 
son, as they are again doing today, a 
friend wrote, challenging: “I see you 
have three camels and three Wise Men 
in your Little Jetts column on the les- 
son of January 7. By what authority 
‘three’?” As it is a question not infre- 
quently brought up, and therefore may 
be of interest to you fellows, let me re- 
peat here the reply which gives the 
warrant for “three” Wise Men. 

My first general reply is: by no author- 
ity, but with a reason —- several reasons, 

First reason: Presenting the Wise 
Men (or the Magi) three in number, 
without any compromise of either prin- 
ciple or truth, makes the illustrator’s 
own path easier. If I had presented them 
as two Wise Men, or four Wise Men, I 
would have had scores of inquiries like 
yours, asking, “By what authority?” As 
it is, I receive only one—yours; and 
that affords me the real pleasure of 
writing you a letter. 

Really, I have no authority even to 
put the Wise Men on camels. I have 
just been looking at an illustration of 
this scene in one of the most noted 
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works, entitled The Life of Christ, and 
there are several imposing-looking poten- 
tates on camels, surrounded and followed 
by a large retinue of men on foot and 
on horseback, some leading asses laden 
with treasure boxes and camp equipment, 
men armed with bows and arrows and 
spears — quite an army; and the big men 
on the camels are pointing to the star 
across the wilderness. If I had imitated 
that picture, I am sure I would have re- 
ceived a great number of inquiries — “By 
what authority?” 

Another reason: the most commonly 
accepted thought of the Christ Child 
seekers is in three persons of high de- 
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gree- (as philosophers, astrologers, or 
kings) coming upon camels. On camels, 
because the camel was the long-distance 
carrier of that country, and most likely 
to be used. Well-accepted tradition, you 
know, names these “three” as Melchior, 
Caspar, and Balthazar, three kings. More- 
over, that Melchior was a descendant of 
Shem, Caspar of Ham, and Balthazar of 
Japheth —three racial divisions, 

You are also aware of how this visual- 
ization of the Magi has influenced the 
great artists of all ages: as witness the 
masterpieces of Paul Veronese, Giovanni 
Bellini, and others. In other words, it 
is the generally accepted conception of 
the personnel of the Magi who came 
westward following the star. These tra- 
ditions, not being sufficiently authenti- 
cated, have little real value, of course. 
But since the Bible is silent on this fea- 
ture, and since the presentation does no 
violence to the great central truth of the 
story in the Bible, rather giving it fit- 
ting and appropriate ornamentation 
arousing a profitable interest, it seems 
good to portray it in the manner named. 

The Wise Men laid down their gifts 
at the feet of the Christ Child: gold, as 
in acknowledgment of His kingship; 
frankincense, in recognition of His deity; 
myrrh, as prophetic of His death. 

Avon Park, Fa. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How: the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Dedicate self and service to 
Christ. , 


Summary of the Quarter.—Have your 
girls accomplished any of the suggestions 
outlined in Lesson 1? Does this particu- 
lar group require more personal work on 
the part of the teacher? How .many of 
the class have already indicated by con- 
duct and testimony that they will be- 
come Christian leaders and workers? Are 
they being given opportunity to take an 
active part in Christian service now? 

Outline.—Lessons from the Wise Men. 

Going to Christ 
Giving to Christ 
Guided by Him 














é¢TSN’T she vivacious?” 

“Yes; she is always thinking up 
something new and interesting, and she 
is lots of fun.” 

“And then she makes us feel like do- 
ing what she suggests. I love to be with 
her.” 

The girls were discussing Loretta, who 
had recently come among them, and who 
had brought not only fun and en- 
thusiasm for the everyday things of life, 
but also a fervent desire to glorify Christ, 
and was helping the other girls to en- 
joy Christian things. 

How may a girl in your crowd be.jolly 
and interesting, enjoying a normal girl- 
hood, and still be true to Christ? 

In our lesson we find the Wise Men 














Lesson for December 96 


living richly and abundantly. What 
Kind of men were they as we first see 
them going to Christ? Much that we 
have heard about them is mere conjec- 
ture. Scripture tells very little; but we 
do know this: they were intelligent, per- 
severing, purposeful; they had been di- 
vinely guided, and they were seeking 
more light and wisdom and blessing 
than had ever been theirs before. - 


. Why did such Gentiles seek the King 
of the Jews? God had conveyed to their 
hearts that the One whose star they fol- 
lowed was no ordinary man. He was 
wiser, more -noble, more powerful and 
gracious than anyone who had ever lived 
before. He was the very One to de- 
light inquiring minds like their own (1 
Gor. 1:23, 24). 


Does it not seem strange that no one 
in Jerusalem knew of the Lord Jesus? 
Where did the story stop which the 
shepherds told? Or did people refuse 
to believe? When the Wise Men found 
the King, they had to worship Him, 
as many of us do, alone. 


God used strange means to bring these 
men to the Babe in Bethlehem, —a star, 
the chief priests and scribes who later 
rejected Him, the old-time messages of 
the prophets, and even an enemy king. 
“All things” worked together according 
to God’s arrangements until the Child 
was found. 


Gifts both of themselves and their 
wealth they gave. Humble, inadequate, 
and awed in the presence of the Lord 
Jesus, these men “fell down, and wor- 
shipped him.” Why should strong, cap- 
able men feel helpless and meek in the 
presence of a Babe? They had not 
fallen down in worship before King 
Herod; neither had they given to him 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. It is true 
they had given Herod respect and hom- 
age due a human leader, but their wor- 
ship and greatest treasures they reserved 
for the Son of God. 

Lire’s OveRFLOW 

Some kind of overflow issues forth 
from every life. Its nature depends 
upon one’s own source of inspiration 
(John .4:14; Psa. 36:9). Have you per- 
mitted Christ to flood your life with 
Himself? Have you placed your best 
at His disposal? For weeks you have 
been spending money and time upon 
yourself -and friends to make the holi- 
day season jolly. Have you anything 
left for your Lord? Anything besides 
frazzled nerves and an empty purse? Did 
you give as much for the work of God’s 
Kingdom this Christmas as you did for 
temporary joys? Would Christ expect 
that much? 

Imagine how eagerly the Wise Men 
must have anticipated their return to 
Herod to tell of the wonderful Child! 
Surely they were bubbling over with 
joy, and ready to praise the Lord! Wise 
men these were, but God was wiser. He 
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does not always want the overflow from 
our lives to break forth in wrong places. 
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THE BETHEL MISSION OF EASTERN EUROPE, INC. 


Founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon I. Rosenberg 














Headquarters: 252 N. Dillon Street -. =. ° Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


APPALLING ORDEALS 
It is needless to review the appallin Nm 
which the Jews are undergoing in Naz : domi- 
nated lands, a tragedy that has ee an- 
guish to men and women all over the world. 


WHAT HITLER CANNOT DO 


Hitler and no power in the world will ever 
able to annihilate the Jews, 





GOD’S PROMISE 


“Their Redeemer liveth, He will truly plead 
their cause.’ 


Mrs. Rosenberg with a group of orphans 


GOD’S PLEA FOR AFFLICTED ISRAEL 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God” (Isa. 40:1). 
“Praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people” (Jer, 31:7). 
“Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh” (Isa, 62:11). 
“Give ye them to eat” (Matt. 14:16). 


THE COMPASSIONATE LOVE OF CHRIST FOR ISRAEL 


And His omn spotenee made it possible’ for BETHEL MISSION to carry on its Gospel 
ond Samaritan activities with amazing results among the afflicted Jews, in spite of Nazi 
yranny.. 


BETHEL ORPHANAGE 


Under the supervision of Mrs. Rosenberg, the BETHEL MISSION maintains an orphan- 
a and pe A home for other destitute children, caring for their spiritual, physical, and 
material welfare. 


AN OPEN DOOR 
BETHEL MISSION is thankful to God for the open door, and is grateful for he 
ay of Christian friends who, with sympathetic prayer and help, are making 
ble to carry on this great and important work. 
Help is administered by our representatives in Sweden and Switzerland. 
The Bethel Witness with current news from the mission field is freely sent to every 
friend by addressing a post: card to the headquarters. 
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Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 


We secured from Palestine, just before the war 
‘ started, a novelty, symbolic of what the Wise 
Men brought to the young child Jesus Christ as 
. Two small boxes, one containing genuine 
i trh, the other genuine frankincense; then a 
} Palestinian coin, one mil, polished to imitate 
gold. Fine for Sunday school children and to 
'\give to the Home Department. 
,,Last Christmas many Sunday schools bought 
. these mementoes in quantities, and we received 
‘reports of how much joy these little presents 
, brought. 
' The price for the combination is 50 cents. In 
; Quantities of 25 or more, 40 cents per com- 
; bination. Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


bt af Throop Avenue, Brooklyn 6, New York 
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| Children at Home 


A Christmas Visitor 
By Emma Florence Bush 


DDY, Margaret, and Arnold came 

into the living room with the boxes 

of ornaments for the Christmas tree. 

They were going to trim it while Mother 
was busy in the kitchen. 

All at once Arnold, who was about 

to hang an ornament on the tree, stop- 
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said of this book, “It is an ad- 
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ped and pointed to a little gray object 
on one of the twigs. “Here is something 
to cut off, Daddy,” he said. “Please do 
it before I put on the ornament.” 

Daddy came over to look at. what 
Arnold had found. 

“No,” he said, “we will let it stay. That 
is the home of a little Christmas visitor. 
One day last summer a caterpillar was 
taking a walk through the woods. At . 
last he came to our pine tree... ‘What 
a nice place to spend the winter,’ he 
thought. So he made himself a house, 
and now he is sleeping inside. We will 
not harm him. Hang your ornament 
on some other twig.” 

All the time the tree was standing in 
the living room, Margaret and Arnold 
talked of the little sleeping Christmas 
visitor, “We wish we could see him,” 
they said. 

When Daddy took down the Christmas 
tree, he carefully cut off the twig with 
the little gray object on it. He placed 
the twig in a vase on a table in the 
corner of the room, and after awhile 
Margaret and Arnold almost forgot about 
it. 

One bright May morning Daddy called 
them to come to the living room and he 
led them over to the corner where the 
gray house stood. ' 

“Why,” cried Margaret, “there is a hole 
in one end of the house !” 

“Yes,” answered Daddy, “and look on 
the window sill.” 

The children looked. There, slowly 
waving its wings to and fro in the sun- 
shine, was a beautiful butterfly. 

“Our Christmas visitor is awake,” said 
Daddy. “We must let it stay here while 
we are eating breakfast. By then its 
wings will be dry, and it will be ready 
to fly away.” 

After breakfast they went back to the 
living room and Mother and the chil- 
dren watched while Daddy slowly and 
quietly opened the window and then 
came back to where they were standing. 

At first the butterfly did not seem to 
notice the open window, but still opened 
and closed its wings; then all at once 
it spread them wide and flew away out 
into the sunshine and among the flowers. 

“Good-by, little Christmas visitor,” 
said Mother softly as they watched it 
out of sight. 

“I am so. glad it chose our Christmas 
tree for a sleeping place,” said Margaret. . 
“I hope some time we shall have another 
Christmas visitor just like it.” 


GREENWOOD, Mass. 





With the New Books 


Studies in the Gospel According to 
Mark. By E. Schuyler English, Litt.D. 
(Publication Offtte “Our Hope,”.. 456 
Fourth Ave., New York City 16, $3.) 
The latest book. by Dr. English, asso- 
eiate editor of Our Hope, appears at a 





























Lesson for December.96 


time when it will be welcomed by Sun- 


‘day school teachers, as well as others, 
‘as the Gospel of Mark will be studied 


in the first quarter of next year. It is 
an exhaustive commentary, containing 
more than 500 pages. In the Introduc- 
tion Dr, English speaks of the theme of 
this Gospel, which presents the Lord 
Jesus as the Servant; Mark, the man, 


‘and his dates; and outlines the Gospel 


in four main divisions. There are six- 
teen chapters, one devoted to each chap- 
ter in the Gospel.. Two or three verses 
at-a time are printed in italics, then 
follow the author’s comments, sometimes 
covering several pages. Frequent ref- 
erence is made to other parts of Scrip- 
ture. One finds here explanations of 
hard words and passages, historical de- 
tails, the great doctrines of Scripture, 
and a wealth of devotional material. 
The writer has made a thorough study 
of the Gospel itself, and, as the Bibliog- 
raphy shows, has kept in mind some of 
the standard works on the subject. With 
painstaking care Dr. English has fur- 
nished a wealth of material for teach- 
ing, and, in his warm-hearted and fluent 
style, refreshment for the soul. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 2. I. Prayer in These Times. Matt. 
9:27-29; 18:19, 20 


Sunday, December 26 


The Star Still Leads 
(Matt. 2:1-12) 





Mon.—Unspeakable joy (1 Pet. 1:8). 

Tues.—Immeasurable peace (Phil, 4:7). 

Wed.—Abounding hope in Him (Rom, 15: 
13). 

Thurs.—The Daystar in the heart (2 Pet. 
1:19). 

Fri.—Looking unto Jesus (Heb. 12:2). 

Sat.—Universal adoration (Rev. 5:13). 











Topics and Daily Readings are copyrighted 
by the International Society of Christian 
Endeavor, and are used by permission. 


HE star that guided the Wise Men 

from the East to Bethlehem was a 
guide for the nighttime. Men do not 
seek the guidance of the stars when the 
sun is in the heavens, 

When the Lord Jesus, “the Sun of 
righteousness” (Mal. 4:2) returned to 
the right hand of the Father, the world 
system that had rejected Him and put 
Him -to death entered into a period of 
ever-deepening night. Contrary to the 
assurances that some would give us that 
the world is getting better and better, 
God’s Word tells us that the night gloom 
will deepen until, in the midst of apos- 
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tasy and falling away, the Man of sin 
will be revealed (2 Thess, 2:3). To 
many believers the signs of deepening 
darkness are increasing, and if. ever 
there was a need for a guiding star 
there is one today. 


The star that led the Wise Men of old 
was a heavenly light. It was far above 
all earthly lights so that it could not be 
confused with them. It caught the eye 
and fixed the attention of the star 
watchers because it was different from 
anything they had ever seen before. 


In the night that has settled down 
upon this old earth there are many false 
lights and will-o’-the-wisps, some calling, 
“Come this way,” and others, “Come 
hither.” Men need a heavenly star to- 
day, — one that cannot be confused with 
the lights of earth. 


The star that led the Wise Men of 
old did not lead them to itself. It led 
them to the King who had been born. 
Its ministry was not to fill their minds 
with wonder as to its beauty, or with 
intriguing speculation as to its origin. 
Its one great purpose was to guide them 
until they found the King, so that they 
might fall down in worship before Him 
and present their gifts to Him. Having 
fulfilled its mission, we hear no more 
of it, and the pages of the record that 
follow tell us, not of the beauty of the 
star, but of the beauty of the King and 
of His sinless life and sacrificial death 
on the cross for the sin of the world. 

There is need still in this nighttime 
of the world for stars to lead men to 
the King. The hope of the world lies 
in Him who came as a little child and 
who died that all who will may have 
life eternal. 

we 


But where is this world to turn for 
guiding stars in this nighttime of sin 
and apostasy? Is it not to the lesser 
lights, the company of believers who, 
during the absence of the Sun of right- 
eousness, are to be “blameless and harm- 
less, the sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation [generation], among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world; holding 
forth the word of life”? (Phil. 2:15, 16.) 

The Lord Jesus Himself is the Daystar, 
the Sun, whose rising, when He comes 
again, will dispel all darkness. But, 
meanwhile, you and I and all believers, 
from our place in the heavenlies (Eph. 
1:3, 4) may have the blessed privilege 
of guiding those who are in darkness 
to the true Light of the world so that 
they, too, may bow before Him and yield 
their hearts to Him. 


Shall we not make this Christmas sea- 
son a time of heart searching, looking 
to the Lord Jesus to take from us every- 
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thing that would obscure the light or 
that might cause others to turn away 
because the light in us is darkness? 
(Matt. 6:23.) 

Let us ask Him to make us pure lights, 
separated from the things of earth that 
confuse or misguide those who need to 
find the King and Saviour. 

Let us ask Him to cause us to shine 
with that righteousness that is of Him, 
so that, in this nighttime, men may see 
our good works and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven (Matt. 5:16). 

PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 20 to 26 


Mon.—Matthew 2:1-12. The Babe of Bethlehem. 


Prayer Suacestions: “Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king.” Luther’s great Cradle 
Hymn reflects not only his thoughts but 
those of pious people about the Babe 
of Bethlehem. Sing all you can about 
His lowly birth. “O come let us adore 
Him,” for He is our Lord, and let us 
worship Him. The LORD in the man- 
ger is the Lord God of our salvation. 
Pray that there shall be more apprecia- 
tion of Christ at this Christmas season 
than in recent years. 


Tues.—Isaiah 9:1-7. Messianic Prophecy. 


Prayer Succestions: “Unto us a child 
is"born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder.” 
This~ prophecy concerning Christ the 
true Messiah stresses the fact that He 
is to sit on the throne of David. The 
New Testament is well sprinkled with 
Old Testament references and texts set- 
ting forth Israel’s Messiah who is our 
Saviour. The Saviour of the world is 
the hope of Israel whom they have re- 
jected. Pray that the Jews may have 
their eyes opened, and the veil from 
their hearts removed. 


Wed.—Romans 8:31-39. God’s Love for Us. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “He . . . spared 
not his own Son, but delivered kim up 
for us all.” Love is seen only in actions. 
What God did for the salvation of us 
sinners in order to put away our sin, 
and to give us pardon, peace, and life 
eternal through the sacrifice on Calvary 
is the world’s sweetest story of love. “If 
God so loved us” we ought to love Him 
supremely and others fervently. “For 
the love of God is broader than the 
measure of man’s mind; and the heart 
of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.” 
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Pray for,more love to Christ and for His 
people. 


Thurs.—John 3:16-21. God’s Gift to All, 


PraYeR SuccEsTions: “He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish.” God’s heart 
of love lies open to us in the way He 
made salvation available to sinful men. 
When there was no eye to pity and no 
arm to save, He brought salvation in the 
only way that can satisfy the highest 
demands of reason and conscience, and 
at the same time honor Himself, and 
overthrow Satan. The more we know 
Christ, the more we see that He is to 
us God’s “unspeakable Gift.” Pray that 
multitudes may hear the Gospel’s joyful 
sound, and be saved. 


Fri.—Mark 12:41-44, 


Honoring God by Our Gifts, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Jesus . . . beheld 
how the people cast money into the 
treasury.” The gift without the love of the 
giver is bare. God wants not grudging 
givers, nor those who give because they 
feel they must. Givers like this woman 
who gave out of her poverty and until 
it hurt please Him most. A gift on 
Sunday set aside from the earnings of 
the week given with love is a God- 
honoring gift. Pray that you may be the 
kind of giver the Lord wants you to be. 


Sat.—John 14:15-21. Manifesting Our Love, 


PRAYER SuacEsTions: “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments.” Deeds not 
words tell the story of our love to God. 
We are not to love merely in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth. Obedience to 
the commands of Christ relating to our 
behavior as His people is the only mani- 
festation of love to Him that counts. 
There are over one hundred and seventy 
“commandments” of Christ found in the 
Epistles dealing with Christian conduct. 
How many of these do you observe? 
Pray that more people may see in your 
conduct, as a Christian, marks of the 
obedience of Christ. 


Sun.—Matthew 28:18-20. Sharing God’s Gift. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “All nations.” 
God’s Love Gift to the world of His 
only begotten Son must be shared by 
those who need Him as we do for sal- 
vation. If we care for them we will 
share the Gospel with them. Who shares 
at your expense? Pray for a world- 
wide revival in the body of Christ. 


Curistran YoutH is THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes paper for young people, 
published every week. If tne teen-age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for eight weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 


sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia 5. 











taffeta, or bunting. out this 


ad and write for our free catalogue 
and direct factory prices. 


FAIRCRAFT CO., Dept. 54, Rock Island, bern be 





The Sunday School Times: . 


Puiu E. Howarp 
President and Publisher 
D. T. Ricmman 
Treasurer and Business Manager 
H. TrumsBut. Howarp 
Vice-President and Advertising Manager 





Pamir E. Howarp, Jr. 
Editor 


Joun W. Lang, Jr. 
Associate Editor 
Lavra Z. LEFrvre 
Correspondence and Review Editor 





H. Cray Trumsvutt, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 19038-1941 
Former Editors 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
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